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bany and New York; General notice; Virginia, edu- 
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3[$-The names of the members composing the 
committees of the two houses of congress, will be 
found on pages 254 and 255. 


THE RIGHT OF VISITATION. The corres- 
pondence between Mr. Stevenson our late minister 
at London, and Lord Patmerston late minister and 
Lord ABERDEEN, the present minister of foreign af- 
fairs, in relation to the difficulties growing out of the 
slave trade, will be found in the present number.— 
The difficulty is susceptible of amicable adjustment. 
The N. York Commercial Advertiser of Tuesday says, 
in relation toa reciprocal right of search—‘*We have 
reason to believe that a proposition for this object, 
capable of being made entirely unobjectionable on 
our part, is now or soon will be taken into conside- 
ration by the British government, and in due season 

resented to the government of the United States. 

Vith the principle of the measure we are thorough- 

ly acquainted, and can see no fault in it; but, until 
its details are perfeeted, we do not feel at liberty to 
say more.” 





MEXICO—YUCATAN. 

Tue TEXIAN EXPEDITION TO Santa FE caprurep 
BY THE Mexicans. The last New Orleans Bulletin 
contains accounts from the capital of Mexico which 
corroborates a previous account. It says: ‘We 
have been shown a semi-official letter from a high 
public functionary in the Mexican capital, which 
states explicitly that the Texans had been captured 
entire, and were held as prisoners by the Mexican 
troops. We fain would hope that these accounts 
may not be well founded—that our brave friends 
may not have been overpowered by ruthless numbers 
and that they may yet return in safety and freedom. 
But our hope waxeth weak. 

We learn verbally by the same arrival, that infor- 
mation had been received of the arrival in Yucatan of 
five Mexican commissioners, charged with special 
powers for arranging with that state the terms on 
which she would return as a member of the Mexican 
republic, now that the mother country has resumed 
her acknowledged duty, and embraced the federal re- 
publicanism of 1824. Most of the Mexicans believe 
that Yucatan would readily agree to return and again 
become a Mexican state. We shall shortly see. 











STATES OF THE UNION. 

FACILITIES FOR TRAVEL AND TRANS- 
PORTATION. The Bostonians are going ahead not 
only in competition with New York for the steam- 
boat lines, which now connect us with Evrope and 
promise in a short time to make that connection 
still more frequent and convenient, (more so perhaps 
than may be wholesome), but also, towards secur- 
ing a large share of the travel and trade with the 
lakes, and with the vast region of the west, which the 
New Yorkers supposed they had a clear title to, at 
least north of Hudson. 

The Now York American of the 24th ult. says: 

“The eastern rail roads connecting with Alban 
are in such rapid progress of accomplishment, that 
before the winter frost sets in, the whole line, from 
Boston to Albany, will, it is understood be com leted, 
and that from Bridgeport Connecticut, following the 
beautiful valley of the Housatonic, will connect with 
the Massachusetts road at West Stockbridge, except- 
ing, eee a section of fifteen or sixteen miles, 

cn, 


which, until spring, will be traversed b ' 
Vou. XI—Siea. 16. vibes 





Boston. 
The city of New York seems to look supinely on 
all this, as though natural advantages, without any 


gent, enterprising and active competition of our east- 
ern neighbors. To be sure, the practical benefit de- 
rived from the working of the first link in the Erie 


citizens, and they begin to feel that, as a city, New 
York must bestir herself in accelerating the comple- 
tion of this great enterprise. But meanwhile, let us de- 
rive such benefit as we may from the eastern roads. 
The Housatonic rail road offers in the way of winter 
travel and transportation to Albany, the best route 
that can be followed. 
Bridgeport harbor is always accessable to steam- 
boats, whenever they can pass the narrows at Throg’s 
neck; and thus by steamboats and rail roads, the 
journey to Albany may be performed with only 16 
miles of staging. When the perils of winter travel- 
ling through our Highlands (greater than those of a 
voyage to Europe and back), are considered, it will 
be deemed no small advantage to be able to reach the 
state capital by a safer though more circu'tous route; 
and as Albany will overflow this winter with a fresh 
class of the “‘spoilsmen,”’ we think it only reasonably 
hilanthropic to apprise them thus early that the 
ridgeport route offers greater security, and despatch 
too, probably, than that in the Red Bird coaches, or 
coaches of any other hue or i. 

As to the New York and Albany rail road project, 





out of existence; and perhaps the best substitute un- | 
der the circumstances would be for the Harlem rail 
road to seek a connection with the Housatonic rail 
road. That would be quickest and cheapest, though 
we suppose it may be deemed less consistent with 
state pride. 

Winter route to New York. The Highlands 
will be avoided, hereafter, as a winter route to New 
York. Rail road improvements will have opened 
three new routes. The first and quickest will be by 
the western rail road to Stockbridge; thence by stage 
25 miles to Canaan; thence by the Housatonic rail 
road to Bridgeport; and thence by steamboat to New 
York—distance 180. The next is by rail road from 
Albany to Springfield; thence by stage 23 miles to 
Harford; thence by rail road to New Haven, and 
thence by steamboat to New York—distance 200. 
miles. The third route will be by stage to Goshen, 
Orange county, and thence by the New York and 
Erie rail road to New York, distance 170 miles. 

[.4lbany Eve. Jour. 








The messages of the governors of Virginia, Ohio 
and Indiana have been received. The accumulation 
of national documents precludes farther reference to 
them this week. The education convention assembl- 
ed at Richmond, closed their labors on December 
llth. On that day they were in session from 9 A. 
M.to 7P. M. The Iacuiees states that—‘‘They | 
have recommended to the legislature some of the! 
wisest reforms, of which our present system appears | 
at this time to be susceptible—the district free school | 
system, under its most efficient and wisest modifica-| 
tions, as far as such asystem is practicable;—pre- | 
serving until the innovation proposed can go into ef-| 
fect, the present system which, in spite of its defects, 
has been productive of so much benefit. They have | 


have reeommended an enlargement and modification 
of the military institute system, having an eye also 


raw material of mind, (taken from the great body of 
the people, and selected, according to merit), jnto 
excellent teachers, to be returned to the great mass 


y |again, in order to manufacture that raw material 


itself. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

PHILADELPHIA AND PorrsviLte RAIL ROAD. We 
may now announce with every certainty, that the 
Philadelphia and Pottsville railway will be complet- 
ed to the mines before the close ef the year 1841, 








or in the course of the next twomonths. No greater 


recommended the intermediate institutions to the | 
wise patronage of the legislature, always having an) 
eye through their instrumentality to the production | 
of better teachers for our elementary schools. They 


to the same wise provision; the manufacturing of the | 


which may henceforth consider its supremacy in the 
coal trade fully secured; and they may well be proud 
of this rail road as embracing more of the qualities 
effort on the part of those who enjoy them, would | which constitute perfection in such a work, than can 
suffice to guard us against any loss from the intelli- any where else be presented. 


[Rail Road Jour. 


GEORGIA. 
We copy from the Augusta Constitutionalist of De- 


rail road has somewhat aroused the attention of our | cember 7, the following message of the governor. 


EXxecuTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Dec. 1. 1841. 
With my message of the 2d ult. I had the honor 


to communicate to you the copy of a correspondence 
with the governor of New 
mand which I had made upon him, for the arrest and 
delivery of John Greenman, a fugitive from the jus- 
tice of this state, charged with the larceny of a slave, 
upon the affidavit of Robert W. Flournoy. Ata su- 
perior court of Chatham county, held after the mak- 


ork, relating to a de- 


ing of the affidavit by Mr. Flournoy, John Green- 


man was indicted for this offence by the name of 


Alanson Greenman, a name assumed by him, doubt- 
less to escape detection. To remove the difficulty 
and scruples of the governor of New York, in rela- 


tion to the sufficiency of the charge contained in the 
affidavit, I renewed the demand, based upon the in- 
dictment, a copy of which, authenticated as required 
by the act of congress, was transmitted. 


You will 
erceive, from the correspondence, a copy of which 


is herewith transmitted, that another pretext has 
been raised by Governor Seward for evading the 
performance of his constitutional obligations. It is 
that seems to have been pretty effectually quarrelled | pretended by him that the bill of indictment is defec- 


tive, and he has undertaken the office of counsel for 
the accused, by taking untenable technical exceptions 
to the proceedings. I have answered them, as you will 
perceive, but I have been long since convinced that it 
is unnecessary to address either argument or reason 
to his understanding, or to remind him of the neces- 
sity of executing, in good faith, according to the letter 
and spirit,.the wise provisions of the constitution, by 
which the states are enabled, in giving efficiency to 
their criminal laws, to maintain the peace and safety 
of society. 

While: he declines complying with my demand, on 
the ground of a pretended defect in the indictment, 
he indicates the intention, in no equivocal terms, 
should his objections to our judicial proceedings be 
overcome, to sustain his refusal on principles no less 
unwarranted by the constitution, than offensive to the 
people of this state. 

There should be no longer delay in settling autho- 
ritatively the manner in which fugitives from justice 
are to be delivered, when they they are found in 
another jurisdiction. Congre8s has the unquestion- 
able authority, under the constitution, to regulate 
this matter, and it is clearly the duty of the general 
government to cause fugitives from justice, who es- 
cape from the state in which the crime was commit- 
ted, and are found in another, to be delivered up, 
upon the demand of the executive authority of the 
state having jurisdiction of the offence. But inas- 
much as the mode provided by congress, for dis- 
charging this high obligation to the states, so essential 
to the safety of society, and the security of property, 
has proved inefficacious, and as no disposition is ma- 
nifested by the federal government to remedy the de- 
fect, the subject is of sufficient importance to justify 
aconvention of the states, to take it into considera- 
tion. 

But we should not infer, for a moment, the adop- 
tion of measures for our own safety. The regulation 
heretofore recommended by me, would ensure the 
safety of our property, and prevent all interference 
with our slave population, Any other constitutional 
measure, however, which your wisdom may suggest, 
as expedient and proper, for the attainmeut of these 
desirable objects, shall have my concurrence. 

CHARLES McDONALD. 
ALABAMA. 

Extract from an address deliyered hefore a litera- 
ry society in the university of Alabama, by Alexan- 
der B. Meek, esquire: 

“The overthrow of Napoleon was followed by the 
expatriation of many thousands of those who had 
been the most conspicuous maintainers of his colos- 
sal power. Of these a large number came to the 





| United States. Among them were generals, who had 
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won laurels in the proudest fields of European valor; ; fused around them, and over the restless Seelingnof 
the 


and assisted in the dethronement and coronation o 


monarchs over millions of ms es and ladies who | heart, and that intellectual glow, which, as Words- 
figured in the veluptuous drawing rooms of St. | worth has said of the retired beauty of a Highland 
Cloud, and glittered in the smiles and favor of Jose- | girl, 

phine and of Marie Antoinette. With the irrepres- 
sible enthusiasm of the nation, they thought to find 
in the quietude and peace of our boundless forests, 


had 


an Arcadian exch 
lishments and gilded saloons of Paris. 
to dwell 
of their own; sub 
other citizens of the union. 
lic lands in the sou 
of March the 2d;1817, granting them four town- 
ships of land, to be selected by them somewhere in 
the territory of Alabama. The conditions of the 
grant were, that the emigrants should cultivate the 
vine upon one acre in'each quarter section, and the 
olive upon another; ‘and at the end of fourteen years 
should pay the general government two dollars an 
acre, for a fee-simple title to the land. Among the 
grantees was Marshal Grouchy, the hero of Linden, 
and the present’ minister of war for France; Gene- 


ral Lefebvre Desnouettes, Duke of Dantzic, anda 


marshal and peer of France, who had distinguished 
himself in all the great battles of Napoleon; Gene- 
ral Count Clausel, General Count Real, the two Ge- 


nerals Allemand, and Generals Vandamme, Lak«na’, 


Penniers and Garnier de Suintes, with a numbe: Jf 


other subordinate officers, whose names are among 
the composing stars of that galaxy of greatness which 
encircled the “Sun of the Sleepless!” Under the 
direction of these men, the location of the colony 
was made upon the Tombeckbee river, in what is 
now the county of Marengo. During the year, emi- 
grants, to near the number of four hundred, arrived 
and took possession of the soil—which was portion- 
ed among them by lottery. They, however, did not 
disperse to any great extent through the country, 
but principally settled down in two villages; the one 
called Demopolis, upon the site where the village 
with the same name now stands; and the other call- 
ed Eaglesville, situated upon the Black Warrior ri- 
ver, a short distance above Demopolis. In this lat- 
ter village, most of the distinguished men I have 
named resided. Upon the colony they bestowed the 
name of Marengo, which is still preserved in the 


country; other relics of their momenclature—drawni | 


similarly from battles in which some of them had 


been distinguished—are to be found in the villages of 


Linden and Arcola. In the spring, after their emi- 
gration, they proeeeded to the cultivation of the soil, 


and were soon settled down in the occupations of 


agricultural life. 

‘‘A more singular spectacle than the one thus pre- 
sented, is rarely to be found in the leaves of history. 
It is true that Cincinnatus, when he had saved Rome 
from the te op oe of her foes, returned to the 
plough he had abandoned. But here we have in- 
stances of men, who had been actors in scenes, 
which, in military ificence, far transcended the 
wildest imaginings of the Romans—turning from 
the theatre of their former triumphs, and exchang- 
ing the sword for the plough-share, and the spear for 
the pruning hook. In moral dignity, indeed, the ad- 
vantage is all in favor of the ancients—for these are 
driven from their country by compulsion—but in 
other respects, the parallel is not unequal. Who 
that would have Roeked upon Marshal Grouchy, or 
General Lefebre, as, dressed in plain rustic habili- 
ments—the straw hat, the homespun coat, the bro- 
gan shoes—they drove the plough in the open field, 
or wielded the axe in the new ground clearing, 
would if acquainted with their history, have dream- 
ed that those farmer-looking men had sat in the 
councils of monarchs, and had headed mighty ar- 
mies? ‘Do you know, sir”—said a citizen to a tra- 
veller, who in 1819, passing the road from Arcola to 

lesville—“Do you know, sir, who is that fine 
looking man who just ferried you across the creek?” 
**No!— Who is he?” was the reply. ‘“That sir,” said 
the citizen, “is the officer who commanded Napo- 
Jeon’s advanced guard when he returned from Elba?” 


‘Great as is the contrast, it was perhaps greater 
with the female part of the colonists. Here, dwell- 
ing in cabins, and engaged in humble attention to the 
spinning wheel and the loom, or handling the weed- 
ing-hoe and the rake, jn their little gardens, were 
matrons and majdens, who had been born to proud 
titles and high estates, and who had moved as stars 
of particular adoration, amid the fashion and refine- 
ment and imperial display of the court of Versailles. 
And hag their honor be it stated—notwithstand- 
ing the rustic and ill-proportioned circumstances 
around them—they did not appear dispirited or mise- 
rable. Nothing of “angels ruined,” was visible in 
their condition, They were contented—smiling— 
happy. As cultivated woman always may, they dif- 


ange for the aristocratical estab- 
, They wished 
together, and to forma miniature republic 
st, however, to the same laws as 
Accordingly they peti- 
tioned Pri tartan scat them a portion of the pub- 

west. This was done by an act 


their sterner relatives, the softening graces of | 


“Makes a sunshine in a shady place.” 
“But not the least amusing, as well as singular 
circumstances, to which these French colonists were 
exposed, arose from their connection with the adja- 
cent American inhabitants. Who can think of the 
celebrated officers I have named, being drilled and 
mustered by one of our ordinary militia captains, 
and not feel emotions of the supremely ridiculous? 
And yet such, I am credibly informed, was fre- 
quent’y the case! 
rom their ignorance of our language. One, not un- 
worthy .of preservation, was this: An officer became 
engaged in a. fight with a citizen of our villages. 
They used only the weapons which nature had given 
them. The Frenchman getting the worst of the bat- 
tle, desired to surrender according to, the ordinary 
signal in such cases. But he could not think of the 
word “enough!” The only phrase he could recall, 
which he had ever heard upon such occasions, was 
the word “hurrah.” This he continued to shout, 
until the bye-standers, guessing his meaning, remoy- 
ed his antagonist. 

‘For two or three years, the colonists appeared pros- 
perous and happy, and seemed likely to realize those 
visions of the pastoral state, so sweetly sung by the 
Mantuan bard, and which they caught from the 
pages of Chateaubriand and Rousseau. ‘But a 
change came o’er the spirit of their dream.” The 
country was found unsuited to the cultivation of the 
vine and the olive. The restless spirits of the lead- 
ers which had been formed and tutored to act a part 
in those games which loosen thrones and crack the 
sinews of whole nations, could not be content with 
the quiet circumstance of their backwoods home, in 
an age of startling incident, when war was afoot and 
the far vibrations of its stormy music were heard, 
like the Macedonian invitations, in their Sylvan so- 
litudes. Inducements were held out to some of them 
by the struggling states of South America: and the 
ferryman left his flat, and the ploughman his furrow, 
for postsof honor in the army of Bolivar. For 
some, the decrees of their banishment were revok- 
ed, and they returned to ‘“‘la belle France,’”—for 
which in their exile they had felt all maladie du 
| pays, to preside in her senates, or to head her armies. 
Seeing their leaders thus leaving them, the emi- 
grants in large numbers returned to their native 
country, or sought more congenial homes in our 
southwestern cities. The rights of the soil passed 
into the hands of a few. Congress, at intervals, ex- 
empted them from the requisitions of the grant, and 
ultimately included them in the provisions of the ge- 
neral pre-emption law of 1833. The colony thus 
passed away; and though there are many of the ori- 
ginal families, at least of their descendants, yet re- 
siding in the country, a stranger would in vain look 
among the black lands and the broad cotton fields of 
Marengo, for the simple patches upon which the 
Duke of Dantzic, or Count Clausel attempted to cul- 
tivate the olive and the vine.” 





OHIO. 
Meraopist Conrerence. From the returns made 
to the Ohio annual conference lately held at Urbana, 
it appears that the nnmber of members in it is 56,027 
whites, 605 colored, and 422 local ministers. The 
number of members in the Northern Ohio confer- 
ence is 24,407. 


Map River anp Lake Erie rat roap, Onto.— 
The above road is now finished for exceeding thirty 
miles, and we see that the cost of this thirty miles is 
stated to have been about $200,000. The contracts 
were taken at the highest prices which prevailed a 
few years past, and the same work can now be done 
at much lower rates. At the above, however, the 
cost is near two-thirds less than similar roads are 
contracted for in the east. [Cincinnati Gaz. 





INDIANA. 
THE LEGISLATURE convened on Dec. 6th. In the 
house on election for speaker Jno. W. Davis receiv- 
ed 54 votes, J. G. Marshall 40, scattering 4. Both 
houses completed their organization. 


Governor’s MEssace. We have only had time 
to. give it hasty perusal, but from what we have seen 
we are much pleased. The governor seems dispos- 
ed to present the true situation of the state without 
concealing any facts. The suspended debt of India- 
na is set. down at THREE MILLIONS THREE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS, in relation to which, the governor adds: 
Noah Noble, esq. the fund commissioner, has been 


Many amusing incidents resulted | P 


duties of his office. Your most earnest attention jg 
invited to his very full report, which will be laid be. 
fore you. Its magnitude and the variety of topics 
relating almost exclusively to the suspended debt, 
and the collateral securities taken to secure tg 
payment, forbid my attempting any particular state. 
ment of its contents. You will perceive from the 
report that the greater part of the suspended debt is in. 
volved in doubt and diffi Every fair and impar. 
tail mind must receive the impression, that Indiana 
has been in many instances the victim of preconcerteg 
imposition and fraud. If broken banks were to be 
resuscitated for dishonest purposes, Indiana bonds 
were obtained by the projectors to aid in the enter. 
rise. If clamorous creditors were to be satisfied, it 
is to be feared that they sometimes lent assistance to 
their debtors, in cajoling our agents out of the bonds. 
If heavily operating institutions were involved in ex. 
pensive speculations under which they must sink, 
unless a powerful effort were put forth, Indiana 
bonds were procured at nearly their par value and 
thrown upon the money market at reduced prices to 
raise the means of meeting a pressing emergency.” 
The governor continues: “It was the creation of 
this debt, which put a stop to the operation of the 
public works, and its weight is now crushing the 
energies of those, who are struggling to sustain 
the credit of Indiana. As to our own public agents 
identified with these transactions, so far as any 
of them have wilfully violated their duty, they 
should answer therefore to the proper tribunals of 
the country. You will of course, in justice to all 
concerned, give this subject a fair and impartial in- 
vestigation, and if neeessary, direct such proceedings 
as justice and the interest of the state may demand. 
[Conn. Tel. Dec. 11. 


ILLINOIS. 

Strate pest. We have thrown together the prin- 
cipal items of our state debt as we find them in the 
messages and reports of the last legislature. We 
think the aggregate and items given not greatly in 
error. 


Sometime hereafter we intend, if possible, to fur- 
nish an exact statement. ‘The gross amount as we 
have given it, rises to over nineteen millions of dol- 
lars. We recollect in a speech of Mr. Browning’s in 
the state senate, near two years ago, that he stated 
the debt of this state in 1842, would amount to 22 
millions. If we go on hypothecating and otherwise 
disposing of state bonds, it will exceed that sum. 


Estimated debt of this state. 
Amount of state debt reported by the 
governor, Nov. 26, 1840, $13,643,601 83 
Amount of state bonds in the hands of 
the assignees of Wright & Co. for 
which the state is responsible, 


1,200,000 00 
Internal improvement scrip issued to 


December last, 1,341,959 59 
Debt to State bank increased since 

November 5, 1840, sa : 200,000 00 
Bonds issued in 1841, for Northern 

Cross rail road, 100,000 00 
Bonds hypothecated by Dr. Barrett 

to pay January interest, 300,000 00 
Bonds hypothecated to the U.S. bank 

not redeemed, 100,000 00 
Bonds hypothecated by Gen. White- 

sides to pay July interest, 840,000 00 
Recent (supposed) issue of canal state 

bonds by the governor, 500,000 00 





In all $19,125,561 42 

Besides this sum a considerable amount of scrip 
has been issued by the secretary of state, auditor and 
treasurer, as a board, to settle up the affairs of the 
internal improvement system. 

Of this sum $807,585 39, is due to the school fund; 
and $477,919 44 on account of “surplus reverue”— 
which last sum, however, has been remitted by con- 
gress—leaving as the debt of this state, at the pre- 
sent time, the sum of $18,646,641 98—and probably 
there are some items yet to be added. 

Can the people of Illinois at this time pay the in- 
terest on our: state debt? We might, perhaps, with 
more propriety ask, can they ever pay it? Surely 
neither interest or principal, if the present plan of is- 
suing and disposing of state bonds is continued. 
[Sangamo (Iil.) Journal. 


From Bicknell’s Reporter. 
Greenvitie, Bonn Co. (Itu.) Oct. 30, 1841. 
M. T. Miller, esq. editor of Bicknell’s Reporter: 

Sir: I have before me a New York paper of the 
28th September, in which | find mre very unex- 
pectedly complimented over the ambiguous signature 
of “ten citizens of [linois.”” Since many of your 
readers, ina more especial manner that portion of 
them who are bond holders, take a deep interest in 








assiduously engaged through the present year in the 


the subject of the Illinois state debt, I trust that a 
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love of justice, no less than a sense of duty to the 

blic, may induce you to give me a_ privilege in 

our columns especially as I know the Reporter cir- 
culates very widely throughout the west. ; 

The excitement among the people of Illinois rela- 
tive to the growing state liabilities, has been sponta- 
neous, and so far as my observation extends, univer- 
sal, particularly among the farmers. The charge 
brought against me of originating this excitement, is 
peculiary inapplicable, since the discussion of the 
subject in this county which led to the adoption of 
the ‘“‘Bond county memorial,”” was commenced without 
my knowledge. A county meeting was called, 
which assembled in this place on the 17th Feb. last, 
at noon day, in the court house, which was filled to 
overflowing, when the memorial so much condemn- 
ed was brought forward and adopted with almost un- 
paralelled unanimity. Seven persons only voting in 
the negative. This memorial was published with a 
notice of the vote and other proceedings, and the sig- 
natures of the president, secretary and committee of 
seven, who reported the memorial attached. Seve- 
ral hundred copies were distributed among the peo- 
ple of this county, and a portion sent to other parts 








ear since, and that the state bonds have been sold at . 
-six cents on the dollar, whilst the bank stock 
has been at no time higher than thirty-five since that 
period. The bank is now under its fourth year of 
suspension. The dividend last year accruing to the | 
state from this institution was six thousand five hun- | 
dred dollars. _ | 

It is perhaps in the pores of no one to determine 
the present amount of liability incurred by the pro- 
fuse issue of bonds, state scrip and drafts, no official | 
account having reached the public ear since the com- | 
mencement of the legislative seu in November 
1840. Among the wild provisions of the unconstitu- | 
tional revenue act of February last, the governor Is 
required to issue bonds for the purpose of paying in-| 
terest on the state debts, which bonds shall be sold by 
the fund commissioners “‘for the best price they will com- 
mand!”? 

By an act of the preceding December, bonds to 
the amount of three hundred thousand dollars were 
hypothecated to meet the interest due in January on 
a portion of the state debt. The amount of state 
scrip issued for other purposes during the session of | 
1840-41, or of unregistered bonds, scrip and drafts 





To meet this indebtedness of seventeen and a half 
millions, there will be the Springfield and Meredocia 
rail road, and a still unfinished canal. Can any thing 
be reasonably expected from these sources durin 
the present generation? Something may be realise 
from the bank stock, but it cannot be otherwise than 
trifling. Yet it would be unjust to cast. an indiscri- 
minate censure upon the management of that insti- 
tution. Its officers are among our best citizens, and 
its supposed insolvency is an unavoidable conse- 
quence of the incorrect principles upon which it 
was instituted, prematurely developed by the gene- 
ral explosion of the credit system. The next re- 
gular session of the legislature will -be held in De- 
cember, 1842. Should the chevagei system be pur- 
sued, and nothing can check it but the impracti- 
cability of selling state bonds at any price, the lia- 
bilities must exceed twenty millions before any ac- 
count will be rendered to the people. No means 
can be divised to meet this debt but a resort to di- 
rect taxation. Are the people able and willing to 
bear it? 

This state counts a population of less than half a 
million, of which probably less than seventy thousand 


of the state and elsewhere. The Montgomery coun-) issued previous to that time, is unknown to the peo-| are tax payers. ‘The mass of the people live in the 
ty proceedings, that are no less strong in denouncing | ple. In August last the appearance of a new issue | first rude log house which was thrown up to 0 
the 


transactions under which the state debt was in- 
curred than those of Bond, and were no less exten- | 
sively circulated, were published about the same, 
time. By this mail I invlose you printed copies of 
the proceedings of both Montgomery and Bond coun- | 


to the amount of one million was announced in the | 
New York American. It is to be hoped that the | 
eight hundred and thirty-four thousand to McAlister | 
and Stebbins may be included in this new issue. | 

It is a well known fact that the works upon the II- | 


them from the weather. They have everything to 
buy, and but little to sell. All that we bring with 
us isexpended in purchasing land, and in making such 
improvements as are indispensable to the sustenance 
of our families. Compare our means with those of 


ties. Isit not extraordinary, that after the lapse of, linois and Michigan canal have been diligently pro-| the state of New York. The whole trading capital 


eight months, ‘‘ten citizens of Illinois” in the city of | 
New York, should discover that this public demon- | 
stration, so unfavorable to the sale of state bonds, | 
was a mere “‘farce,’”’ and the work of one disorganiz- 
er. 

The Bond county memorial ought not to be con- 
demned by those who have never read it, nor by 
those who do not understand the circumstances under | 
which the state debt has been created. One very 
important misapprehension exists relative to the 
character of this debt;—that is,—in classing it with | 
other state debts that have been deliberately con- 
tracted, with the knowledge and consent of the peo- 





ple,—that are not excessive in amount,—and that 


secuted throughout, during this season, and that the 
rail road to connect Springfield with Jacksonville and | 


of this state does not exceed two and a half mil- 
lions in amount, whilst that of New York cannot be 


the Illinois river has also been prosecuted and its estimated at less than one hundred millions. The 
completion promised during the present year. There | present state debt of New York does not greatly ex- 


appears to be no.direct appropriation by Jaw now in| 
existence for the prosecution of the canal, but it is | 
well understood that under the divers enactments, | 
re-enactments, repeals, partial repeals and provisos, | 
engendered by the internal improvement system, 
an authority may be found, at least by implication, | 
for any issue which the executive can be induced to | 
make. 
In Governor Carlin’s message already alluded to | 


of November 20, 1840, he makes the total amount of | 


ceed that of Ilinois—yet her securities sell at a dis- 
count of fifteen per cent. What, then, should be the 
discount on ours? 

Our population is thinly scattered over a large ter- 
ritory; strangers, not only to the country, but to each 
other, and but little acquainted with the men who 
compose the legislative body, and with the motives, 
other than those which should promote the general 
welfare, that actuate them. The legislature, in its 
ruinous proceedings, has been accused of submitting 


are correctly and judiciously invested. To divert | state liabilities $13,643,601 83. He then remarks, ‘to bank dictation. The bank is the fiscal agent of the 


the proceeds of such an investment from a public! 
creditor, would require a degree of moral obliquity | 
which it is to be hoped the people of no American | 


“deducting from the above amount 1,336,419 44 be- : 
ing the amount of surplus revenue, and bonds sold | 


which are not paid for, and the state pays interest 


state by a law of 1837; and the whole revenue of the 
state is paid immediately into the bank. The officers 
of the government—not only the executive and legis- 


state possesses:—It is believed, however, that the Il-| upon 12,207,182 39—annual interest thereon 732,430- | lative bodies, but the judiciary—can receive their 


linois state debt is entitled to no one attribute of this | 


92.” Nothing can be more explicit than this state- 


category. On the contrary, that it has been inconsi-| ment. It will be remarked that the recent hypothe- 


derately made, without the knowledge or consent of 
the people,—that it is overwhelming in amount,— 
and that the money procured has been wretchedly 
squandered. 

It is very important to the holders and to the pur- 
chasers of Illinois bonds to possess a correct know- 
ledge of our state debt, and of the ability and dispo- 
sition of the people to pay it. I will not say that the 
“ten citizens of Illinois” in their address to bond 
holders have wilfully misrepresented or withheld 
facts, but were I required to give an opinion of their 
statements I should pronounce them altogether erro- 
neous,—and no honest man who is aware of the wide 
spread misery which falls upon the innocent purcha- 
sers of such security, or upon their destitute and 
helpless families, can remain silent whilst so fatal a 
misconception on this subject prevails. 

The obstinacy of the public mind in sustaining a 
delusion relative to the value of stocks, has been too 
well exemplified in the case of the late bank of the 
United States. An experienced dealer, however, is 
thoroughly aware of the fact, that that stock which 
declines in the market to fifty cents or less on the 
dollar, and continues down after sufficient time has 
been allowed to inquire into its intrinsic value, never 
rises again, but must continue to sink, until the mar- 
ket is relieved of the nuisance. Yet he will buy and 
sell so long as dupes may be found to purchase. 

In November, 1840, a statement made by Dr. Bar- 
rett, then fund commissioner, disclosed to the people 
of I}linois the alarming fact, that their state debt 
amounted to thirteen millions six hundred and forty 
thousand dollars. The message of Governor Carlin 
to the legislature corroborated this fact. About 
twenty-six hundred thousand dollars of this amount 
Was supposed to be at the disposal of the state bank. 
With regard to this bank it may be enough here to 
Say that it was instituted like many others of less 
magnitude under the illusory impression that the le- 
gitmate object of banking was not to afford the op- 
portunity for those who had money to lend, to effect 
that object with safety and convenience to them- 
selves, and advantage to the public,—but for the pur- 
pose of furnishing means to men anxious to extend 
their business, whose spirit of enterprise outrun their 
credit. It is known that a considerable portion of 
these bonds were not under the control of the bank a 


cation of bonds to meet the semi-annual interest to 
July last upon eleven millions due in Europe was at 
the rate of forty cents upon the dollar. We will 
now add the debt and interest together up to January 
1842. 

Amount of debt November 20, 1840, by report of 


the governor and fund commissioner $13,643,601 
Amount of bonds issued under act of Dec. 
1840, to meet interest 300,000 


Amount of spcific appropriation for Nor- 





thern Cross rail road 100,000 
Amount of 1 year’s interest on 12,607,000 
to be met by hypothecation of state 
bonds at 40 cents on the dollar 1,890,000 
15,933,000 


This view will show us that the debt on the ap- 
proaching January cannot be less than sixteen mil- 
lions. To this must be added the whole expense of 
works on the Illinois and Michigan canal for the 
present year. This amount may be conjectured from 
that of the last year, which was about fourieen hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Allowing the labor to be 
more economically applied, the state bonds, which 
comprise the only means for meeting the expense, 
being our whole stock in trade, have depressed in 
market value not less than 25 per cent. since Novem- 
ber last. It would be safe to add one hundred thou- 
sand to the appropriation for the Northern Cross rail 
road, since the labor heretofore done upon that work 
required a million. 

The unknown amount of bonds, scrip and drafts 
may prove to be some hundreds of thousands, but we 
will call it one hundred thousand dollars only. It will 
thus appear that the probable addition should not be 
less than the following: 

For work on the Illinois and Michigan canal for 1841 
1,400,000 
Additional allowance for Northern Cross 








rail road 100,000 
Miscellaneous 100,000 
1,600,000 

To this add the undoubted amount as 
shown above 15,900,900 
Total of indebtedness to Jan. 1842, 17,500,000 


/pay only by an auditor’s warrant, drawn upon the 


state bank of Illinois; which that bank may, and does, 
honor or reject at pleasure! The mass of our people 


‘have no means of obtaining a direct knowledge of 


these degrading, but important facts—does it follow, 
that they shall be mulcted to the amount of all they 
are worth, for such ignorance? Probably not. ‘The 
constitution of the U. States, and of their own state 
are an ample guarantee against such legislative ex- 
cesses. ‘The men who compose the legislative body 
are the agents of the people; the powers of these 
agents are defined by written constitutions, which 
are published, and accessible to every intelligent man, 
whether in Europe or America. Can it be held that 
this safeguard is not sufficient, but that the people shall 
assemble in mass at the seat of government, during 


their legislative session, to keep their serva | 
the pale of the constitution? These ag ss 
no power by which a debt of ten, twenty an un- 


dred millions, or even one million can be imposed 
upon the people. Not a debt has been incurred by 
any member of this confederacy, without a palpable 
violation of the constitution which holds these states 
together. Yet the people of Illinois would not ap- 
peal to the constitution for protection did they sup- 
pose they were under a moral obligation to discharge 
these debts. To such as have doubts relative to the 
shameful deception practised upon the people by 
their agents, | recommend.the perusal of the report 
of the select committee, appointed by the house of 
representatives to investigate the scrip accounts of 
the board of public works during the last session, 
consisting of J. W. Ormsbee, R. yd of: Cook, 
A. W. Cavarly, W. H. Henderson an - A. Min- 
shall. 

The object of the bond county memorial was to 
put the legislature and the public on their guard 
against the further issue of state bonds. The people 
of Illinois may feel but little interest in them, and by 
allowing the amount to increase, all hope of future 
payment might be wholly extinguished; yet no ho- 
nest man should remain silent whilst the market is 
flooded with issues which he must condemn as frau- 
dulent, under the known impossibility of ultimate re- 
demption. And the innocent bond holders may rest 










assured that the very citizens of Illinois who are 
now so anxious to maintain the credit of this: pre- 
posterous issue, will be the first to turn their backs 
upon them, when it is ascertained that no more mo 
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ney can be raised upon the prostituted faith of an abns- 
ed people. The legislature may not repudiate the debt, 
but the people will never pay it. The present gene- 
ration could not do it; and were it possible to apply 
ahy compulsory process to effect a payment, it would 
result, not in nso) eae that object, but in depo- 
pulating the state. ill the people of the ‘next ge- 


neration assume a debt which their fathers pronunc- 
ed a fraud? 


An unjust giieny attack injures no one but the 
assailant. If I have succeeded in showing the legi- 
timacy and propriety of the bond county memorial, 
or assisted in opening the eyes of an innocent public 
to the true value of Illinois bonds, I shall be gratified 
at having accomplished the object of my letter. Re- 
spectfully, WILLIAM 8S. WAIT. 


From the St. Louis Pennant. 

The condition of Illinois is truly deplorable. We 
first see her immense internal improvement fund 
squandered by profligate legislatures as commission- 
ers, so that, after an investment of over $10,000,000 
for public works, scarcely a mile of her canals and 
rail roads has yet been completed so as to afford an 
income to the state; now comes a ruinous negotiation 
of her bonds through an agency; and last, though not 
least, she has the astounding intelligence that her 
agent in London refuses to give up the bonds which 
were placed in his hands for negotiation. 


The editor of the Alton Telegraph says that hither- 
to he has been in favor of paying the interest on the 
state debt, but now he thinks the only course to pur- 
sue is to follow the example of Indiana and stop the 
payment of interest, unless the bond holders will re- 
celve the bonds at par in payment. He remarks: 
“The impracticability of laying a direct tax upon 
the people, at this time, the depressed rates of our 
bonds in the market, notwithstanding the hitherto 
prompt payment of our interest; and the constant in- 
crease of that debt by the continual issue of more 


the commanding officer of her majesty’s ships on 
that coast of an agreement entered into by that officer 
with Commander Paine, of the U. States navy, for 
searching and detaining ships found trading in slaves 
under the United States flag; and Lieut. Seagram 
having, on the 21st October, 1839, met with the ship 
“Douglas,” carrying the flag of the union, he board- 
ed her, and made inquiries as to the voyage for which 
she was bound. Lieutenant Seagram was received 
on board the ‘“‘Douglas” with great incivility, and a 
disinclination was shown to reply to any questions 
relating to her voyage; but he ascertained that she 
was bound to the river Brass, and he found on board 
of her seven Spaniards who were going to that river, 
where no trade but the slave trade is carried on. 


Lieutenant Seagram requested to see the papers of 
the ‘“‘Douglas;” but the captain of the “Douglas” 
could produce no custom house clearance, and had 
made an entrance on his log that, on leaving the Ha- 
vana, he could not procure one, and that he had re- 
turned to the harbor to obtain such a paper, but had 
left the harbor again without it. This circumstance 
appeared suspicious to Lieutenant Seagram; and, on 
examining the papers produced by the captain of the 
“Douglas,” he found that the “Douglas” was con- 
signed to a well knownslave trader, Don Pablo Teisas, 
who was then on board of her, and to whom the slav- 
ing vessels ‘‘Asp” and “Lark,” which had been re- 


cently condemned for slave trade, had been consign- 
ed. 


Lieutenant Seagram pressed for permission to ex- 
amine the hold of the vessel, and the consignee gave 
him permission to examine her freight, because he 
conceived it was protected by the United States flag; 
and, under the same impression, he acknowledged to 
Lieutenant Seagram that her cargo was Spanish, and 


had been shipped as American solely for the purpose 
of avoiding seizure. 


The hatches of the vessel having then been open- 





bonds which are sacrificed at ruinous rates to pay in- 
terest, are all considerations which have awakened | 
in the public mind the most intense solicitude. One’ 
thing is very certain, and that is, the people of this | 
state will no longer countenance payment of our in-| 
terest upon the terms in which it has been done for | 


the last twelve months. The course is a suicidal one, 


which neither sophistry nor reason can sustain; and! the United States, to be delivere 


ed, and Lieutenant Seagram having proceeded to ex- 
amine her, it was discovered that she was fitted out 
for the slave trade, with leaguers, hoops and staves, 
a slave deck, in planks, aud three complete slave 
coppers. 

Lieutenant Seagram reports that, under these cir- 
cumstances, he should have sent the “Douglas” to 
d up to the authori- 


the quicker a stop is put to it the better it will prove | ties of that country, but that he had received orders 


both for our creditors and us.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
RELATING TO THE DETENTION OF AMERICAN VESSELS | 


ON THE AFRICAN coast By Britis ARMED CRUI- 
SERS. 


LORD PALMERSTON TO MR. STEVENSON. 
Foreign office, August 5, 1841. 
The undersigned, her majesty’s principal secretary | 
of state for foreign affairs, has received two notes, | 


from the commanding officer of her majesty’s vessels 
on the coast of Africa not to send any vessels to the 


what course the United States government took as to 
the slave vessels “Eagle” and “Clara,” which had 
been sent to the United States by the commanding 
officer, with a view to assist the American govern- 


But Lieutenant Seagram, not having received any 
information on this point at the end of eight days af- 
ter the detention of the “Douglas,” thought it his 
duty then to release the “Douglas,” instead of de- 


taining her longer, or sending her to the United 
States. 





addressed to him on the 13th of November, 1840, and 
on the Ist of March last, by Mr. Stevenson, envoy 


e inary and minister plenipotentiary of the U. 
mplaining of the search and detention of 






S 
the ted States vessel ‘‘Douglas,” and of the ill 
treatment of the crew by Lieutenant Seagram, of her. 
majesty’s brig ‘“T'emagant,”” employed on the coast | 


of Africa in suppressing the slave trade. | 


From the facts above stated, there appears little 
doubt that, if the “Douglas” had been sent to the 
United States, she would have been condemned for 
trading in slaves under the flag of the union. And 
had she been tried by the mixed commission at Sierra 
Leone, the proofs that the slave trading voyage on 
which she was engaged was in fact a Spanish enter- 
prise were strong enough to have warranted her con- 


In these two communications from Mr. Stevenson | demnation in the British and Spanish courts as a 


it is stated that on the 21st October, 1839, Lieutenant | 
Seagram boarded the “Douglas” while she was pur-| 
suing her voyage on the coast of Africa, examined | 
the ship’s papers and the passengers’ passports, broke | 
open the hatches, hauled down the American flag, | 
and seized the vessel as a slaver; that he kept pos- 
session of her during eight days, namely, from the | 
2Qist October, 1839, to the 29th of the same month; | 
that the officers and men of the “Douglas” became | 
ill from their exposure to the sun, and that, in con-| 
sequence, three of them died, and the captain is still | 
in bad health. And Mr. Stevenson expresses the | 
confident expectation of the president of the United | 
States that her majesty’s government will make | 
prompt reparation for the conduct of Lieutenant | 
Seagram in this case, and will take efficient means | 
to prevent the recurrence of such abuses. 


The undersigned has, in reply, to state that, in pur- | 
suance of the wish expressed by Mr. Stevenson on the 
part of his government, a strict investigation has, by 
order of the lords of the admiralty, been made into 


the particulars of this case, and the result is as fol- 
lows: 


Lieutenant Seagram, commanding her majesty’s 
ship ‘“Termagant,” employed in suppressing the slave 
trade on the coast of Africa, had been apprized by 





Spanish slaver. 


With respect to the assertion that three men died 
from the effects of exposure to the sun, in conse- 
quence of the detention of the vessel, the undersign- 
ed has to state that it appears that the vessel remain- 
ed, on her own account, in the African seas two 
months after her detention by Lieutenant Seagram; 
and, as none of her men died until after those two 
months, there seems no reason to suppose that the 
death of the two men in question was occasioned 


by the detention of the vessel by Lieutenant Sea- 
gram. 


With respect to the statement that Lieutenant 
Seagram ordered the American flag to be hauled 
down, it is to be observed that the master of the 
“Douglas,” in his protest declares that he himself, 
and not Lieutenant Seagram, ordered the United 
[States] flag to be hauled down. 


As to any loss of provisions or stores, it is stated 


| by the American master that the English prize crew 


brought their provisions with them to the “Douglas,” 
and he does not even assert that they consumed any 
provisions belonging to the ‘‘Douglas,” Or that any 
of the stores of that vessel were lost. 

With respeet to the allegation of the American 
master that the prize crew had secreted one demi- 


United States until he should have been informed | 


ment in preventing the abuse of the national flag of | 
the union. 


—~—___ 


| john of rum, forming part of the cargo of the vessel, 
;it seems probable that there is an error in that alje- 


gation, because the hatches of tie vessel were opened 
and closed again in the presence of Lieutenant Sea- 
gram, and no complaint was made to that officer, 
either by the master or the consignee, that any loss 
or damage had been done to the cargo. 

Indeed, the master, on resuming the charge of his 
vessel, declared to Lieutenant Seagram that he had 
no complaint to make. 

From the foregoing statement, it will appear that 
the visit, the search, and the detention of the “Doy- 

las,” by Lieutenant Seagram took place under aq 
ull belief, on the part of that officer, that he was 
pursuing a course which would be approved by the 
government of the United’ States; and in his conduct 
towards the crew of the vessel he appears scrupu- 
lously to have avoided any act which would justly 
give cause of offence to a friendly power. 


The undersigned has therefore to express the con- 
fident hope of her majesty’s government that, upon a 
consideration of the whole case, the government of 
the United States will be of opinion that, although 
the act of Lieutenant Seagram in detaining a United 
States slave-trading vessel was, in the abstract, irre- 
gular, yet the impression under which he did it, and 
the motives which prompted him to do it, exempt 
him from any just blame. 


But the undersigned cannot refrain from request- 
ing Mr. Stevenson to draw the serious attention of 
the government of the United States to this case, 
which affords a striking example of the manner in 
which the vessels and flag of the United States are 
employed by Spanish, Portuguese and Brazilian cri- 
minals, to protect their piratical undertakings, in 
utter contempt of the laws of the union, and in open 
defiance of the federal government. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
renew to Mr. Stevenson the assurance of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. PALMERSTON. 

A. Srevenson, esq., &c. &c. &e. 


LORD PALMERSTON TO MR. STEVENSON. 
! Foreign Office, Aug. 5, 1841. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s secreta- 
ry of state for foreign affairs, has received the note 
which Mr. Stevenson, envoy extraordinary and min- 
ister plenipotentiary from the United States of Ame- 
rica, addressed to him on the 27th of February last, 
| cormplajning that the schooner “‘lago,” bearing the 
United States flag, and commanded by Mr. Adolphus 
Dupony, had been detained by her majesty’s brigan- 
tine ‘“Termagant,” Lieutenant Seagram, and that the 
schooner ‘‘Hero,” under the United States flag, and 
commanded by Mr. B. McConnell, had been detained 
by her majesty’s brig Lynx. 

Mr. Stevenson complains, in the first place, that 
injury was done in these cases to the purposes of the 
voyage, and to the cargo and stores on board the ves- 
sel detained; and he contends, in the second place, that 
her majesty’s naval officers had no excuse, and much 
less any justification, for detaining these vessels; and 
he adds that it is wholly immaterial whether the yes- 
sels detained were equipped for, or actually engaged 
in, slave traffic or not. 


With regard to the allegation of damages done to 
the cargoes of these vessels, the undersigned begs to 
remind Mr. Stevenson that the papers which he trans- 
mitted to the undersigned show that, in the case of 
the “Iago,” the money which was lost was stolen by 
the crew of the “ago” while the master was absent 
on shore, and that it was not abstracted by the crew 
of the detaining vessel. And itis fair [to presume] that 
the chronometer and the watch, which were also lost 
on board that vessel, were taken by the same persons 
who stole the money. 


With regard to the damage said to have been one 
to the cargo of the “Hero” during the search . 
that vessel, the undersigned has requested the = 
of admiralty to cause inquiries to be made upon r 
matter, and he will acquaint Mr. Stevenson with the 
result. 


With respect to the justification which the British 
officers had for detaining these American vessels, 
with regard to the detention of which Mr. Steven- 
son says that there is ‘‘no shadow of pretence gl 
ercising, much less justifying, the right of seare ° 
detention of vessels under the United States Hag y 
vessels of her rt i navy,” the undersigned | 
to state that a formal agreement was entered intc 
on the 11th March, 1840, by the commanding goer 
of her majesty’s ships on the coast of pa a 
the officer commanding the vessel sent by the 
States government to suppress the slave = Bact 
the United States on the African coast; and by re 
agreement those officers, for the purpose of carry and 
into execution the “orders and views of their 





spective governments respecting the suppression o 
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the slave trade, requested each other, and agreed” 
to detain all vessels, under the United States flag, 
found to be fully equipped for and engaged in the 
slave trade; and it was agreed that such vessels should 
eventually be handed over to the United States crui- 
sers, if proved to be United States property, and to 
British cruisers, if proved to be Spanish, Portuguese, 
Brazilian or English property. 

The undersigned would therefore submit that the 
commanding officers of her majesty’s vessels had no 
reason to suppose that, when giving effect to this 
agreement by detaining vessels bearing the United 
States eet engaged in the slave trade, they were 
doing a thing which would be disagreeable to the 

overnment of the United States. 

With respect to the “Iago,” the undersigned has 
to observe that that vessel was fully equipped for 
slave trade; that the papers found on board of her 
were of a suspicious character; that all her crew but 
two were ss arg And her majesty’s advocate 

eneral, to whom the case was referred, has report- 
ed it be his re tan that the commissioners at Sierra 
Leone would have been ao as in proceeding to the 
adjudication of the vessel, and, that, if the case had 
been investigated by them, sufficient proof would 
have been afforded that the vessel was in reality 
Spanish, and not American property, and that con- 
sequently she was liable to condemnation. 

The undersigned trusts that the foregoing state- 
ment will show that there is good reason for doubt- 
ing that any wilful damage was done to the cargo of 
either of the two vessels in question by the crews of 
the detaining ships; and that, although it is indisputa- 
ble that British cruisers have no right, as such, to 
search and detain vessels which are the property of 
citizens of the United States, even though such ves- 
sels may evidently be engaged in slave trade, yet in 
these cases the British naval officers acted in pur- 
suance of a special agreement with a naval officer 
of the United States; and they were, therefore, justi- 
fied in believing that, instead of doing any thing 
which would be complained of by the government of 
the United States, they were furthering the views 
and forwarding the wishes of that government. 

Such cases, however, cannot happen again, be- 
cause positive orders were sent by the admiralty, in 
February last, to all her majesty’s cruisers employed 
for the suppression of the slave trade, not again to 
detain or meddle with the United States vessels en- 
gaged in the slave trade. These orders have been 
sent by her majesty’s government with great pain 
and regret, but as an act due by them to the rights of 
the United States. 

Her majesty’s government, however, cannot bring 
themselves to believe that the government at Wash- 
ington can seriously and deliberately intend that the 
flag and vessels of the union shall continue to be, as 
they now are, the shelter under which the malefac- 
tors of all countries perpetrate with impunity crimes 
which the laws of the union stigmatize as piracy 
and punish with death. 

But, unless the United States government shall 
consent to make, with the other powers of Christen- 
dom, some agreement of the nature of that which 
their naval officer on the coast of Africa spontane- 
ously entered into with the British naval commander 
on that station, these abuses will not only continue 
to exist, but will increase in magnitude every day; 
and the end will be, that the slave trade will be car- 
ried on exclusively under the shelter of the flag, and 
by the special protection of the executive govern- 
ment of that nation, whose legislature was among 
the first to pronounce the crime infamous, and to affix 
to it the severest penalties. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
renew to Mr. Stevenson the assurances of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. PALMERSTON. 

A. Stevenson, Esq. &e. 

P. S. I return to you, according to your request, 
the original papers enclosed in your note of the 27th 
of February last, on the subject of the “Iago.” 

MR. STEVENSON TO LORD PALMERSTON. 
32, Upper Grosvenor street, August 9, 1841. 





lordship with any further remarks; and I shall there- 
fore content myself with transmitting to my govern- 
ment, at the earliest day, copiesof your lordship’s 
notes, with whom it will rest to decide upon the suf- 
ficiency of the explanation which they contain in 
justification of the conduct of the commanders of 
“i majesty’s brigs of war, the Termagant and the 
ynx. 

It is proper, however, that I should seize the ear- 
liest opportunity to acquaint your lordship that, in 
relation to the agreement which it is alleged was en- 
tered into between the commander of the British 
squadron on the African coast and the officer in com- 
mand of the vessel sent by the government of the 
United States to suppress the slave trade, allowing 
the mutual right of searching and detaining all Bri- 
tish and American vessels found trading in slaves, I 
have no other information than that communicated 
in your lordship’s notes, and have no reason to sup- 
pose that such authority had been confided by the 
American government to any of its officers. 

I pray your lordship to accept assurances of my 
distinguished consideration and respect. 

A. STEVENSON. 
LORD PALMERSTON TO MR. STEVENSON. 
Foreign Office, August 17, 1841. 





Viscount Palmerston presents his compliments to 
Mr. Stevenson, and, with reference to Mr. Steven- 
son’s note of the 9th instant, has the honor to trans- | 
mit, herewith, to Mr. Stevenson, a copy of the agree- 
ment entered into between captain Tucker, of her 
majesty’s sloop ‘‘Wolverine,” and lieut. Payne, of 
the United States ship of war ‘Grampus,” which 
was referred toin the*notes addressed by Viscount 
Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson on the 5th instant, on 
the subject of the detention of the vessels the ‘‘Doug- 
las,” the “Iago,” and ‘‘Hero,” by her majesty’s 
cruisers. 

A. SrevEnson, esq. &c. 

LORD PALMERSTON TO MR. STEVENSON. 
Foreign Office, August 27, 1841. 





The undersigned, her majesty’s principal secreta- 


date of the 15th of May, 1840, complaining of the 
detention of a brig under American colors, called 
the ‘‘Mary,” by her majesty’s ship Forester. 

In this note Mr. Stevenson, assuming the informa- 
tion furnished to the United States government by 
Mr. Trist, their consul at the Havana, to be com- 
plete and correct, prefers a claim for indemnity to 
the owner of the ‘‘Mary,” and asks for the exempla- 
ry punishment of the commander of the ‘‘Forester,” 
and those concerned in the proceedings taken by that 
officer against the Mary—proceedings which, in Mr. 
Stevenson’s opinion, seem to want nothing to give 
them the character of a most flagrant. and daring 
outrage, and very little, if any thing, to sink them 
into an act of open and direct piracy. 

The undersigned has now the honor to inform 
Mr. Stevenson that the more particular information 
which has been furnished to her majesty’s govern- 
ment, as to this vessel, places the question in a very 
different light from that in which it has been pre- 
sented to the government of the United States; and 
the undersigned trusts that the following statement 
will satisfy Mr. Stevenson that, although the vessel 
herself, being ill-built, might not have been intend- 
ed actually to convey negroes from the coast of Afri- 
ca, yet she was in reality the property of a Spanish 
slave dealer, and was employed by him for the pur- 
poses of slave trade. 

The papers found on board this vessel by the com- 
mander of the “Forester” showed that, on the 24th 
of January, 1839, a bill of sale was prepared at the 


United States at that port, setting forth that a per- 


ed to the brig ‘‘Mary,” of Philadelphia, on the 17th 
of June, 1837, and that the brig was at that time 








My orp: On my return to London, after a tem- 
porary absence of a few days, I found the two com- 
munications which your lordship did me the honor to 
address to me, under date of the 5th instant, in an- 
swer to my notes of the 13th of November, the 27th 
of February, and the Ist of March last, complaining 
of the seizure and detention of three American ves- 
sels, the “Douglas,” ‘‘lago,” and ‘Hero,’ and the 
ill-treatment of their crews, by her majesty’s cruisers 
employed on the African coast in suppressing the 
slave trade. 


Having, in my previous communications, said all 
that | deemed important on the subject of these re- 


peated aggressions upon the vessels and commerce of 


the United States and the rights of their flag, I can 


owned by Joseph J. Snowden, of Philadelphia, and 
was commanded by J. H. Haven. 


sell and transfer the “Mary.” 





have no inducement at this time to trouble your’ David Tomlinson to the command. 


This Pedro Manegat, the pretended seller but real 
purchaser of the ‘“‘Mary,” is. the same individual 
who, in like manner, owned the following nominally 
American vessels, namely, the ‘“ Hyperion,” which 
left the Havana in December, 1838, as an American 
vessel, and was afterwards condemned as the Span- 
ish schooner “‘Isabel;” the schooner “Hazard,” which 
was detained and erroneously released in February, 
1839, under circumstances similar to those which 
mark the case of the “Mary; and the “Octavia,” 
also condemned as Spanish property—which last 
named vessel Pedro Manegat had only employed, as 
he did the ‘‘Mary,” namely, to carry goods for the 
purchase of slaves to agents on the coast. 

The Spanish master, Thomas Escheverria, and a 
Spanish crew, were shipped on board the ‘‘Mary” as 
passengers; among them were several individuals 
who were recognised as having been formerly cap- 
tured in slave vessels—Escheverria himself Gavia 
been master of the Spanish schooner ‘‘Norma,” 
when that vessel was captured with 234 slaves on 
board. The ship’s articles set forth that the crew was 
engaged to navigate the ‘‘Mary” from the port of 
— tothe Gallinas, or wherever else the master may 

irect. 

In two of three papers which the master, David 
Tomlinson, produced to prove his American citizen- 
ship, he is styled Pits B. Tomlimerty, and in the 
third P. B. Tomlinson; while in the log, enclosed 
in Mr. Stevenson’s note, he is called Captain Thom- 
ason. 

The clearance and bills of lading show that the 
owners of the cargo were Blanco & Carvelho, Pedro 
Martinez & Co., Pedro Manegat, and Tomas Esche- 


| verria, the Spanish captain, all well known slave 


traders; and the consignees, Tomas Rodriguez Baron, 
Ignacio P. Rolo and 'Theodore Canot, of the Galli- 
nas, long and well known to the naval officers employ- 
ed in suppressing the slave trade on the coast as fac- 
tors for the purchase and shipment of slaves. 

Thus the papers produced to the captain of the 
Forester, by Tomlinson, were of themselves sufficient 
to show that this was one of the then frequent cases 
in which the flag of the United States had been frau- 


ry of state for foreign affairs, has had under his con-| dulently assumed; and all doubt was removed as to 
sideration the note which Mr. Stevenson, envoy ex-| the real character of the undertaking in which the 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the U.| vessel was employed, when, on further search, there 
States, did him the honor to address to him, under | 


were found on board of her slave coppers, two bags 
of shackles, large water leaguers, and a slave deck, 
the latter being noted as shipped under the denomi- 
nation of 500 feet of lumber. 

Under these circumstances, the undersigned is of 
opinion that the commander of her majesty’s ship 
‘‘Forester” was fully justified in considering the 
‘“‘Mary” to be a Spanish vessel, and consequently, in 
taking her before the British and Spanish court; and, 
| accordingly, when the British commissioners report- 
ed to her moses s government that the judges had 
refused to allow the ‘‘Mary” to be libelled in that 





Havana by Mr. J. A. Smith, the vice consul of the | 


manent American register (No. 48) had been grant- | 








court, under the impression that the mere fact of her 
having the American flag hoisted should have pro- 
tected her from visitation and search by a British 
cruiser, the British commissioners were told that 
| there was, in the opinion of her majesty’s govern- 
| ment, reason to suppose that the ‘““Mary” was a Span- 
‘ish, and not an American vessel, and that the judges 
| ought, therefore, to have allowed her to be libelled 
in the British and Spanishe@duM; for that, although 


_ British ships of war are not authorised to visit and 
'search American vessels on the high se tifa 
| Sesaet, which there is good reason to supe is in 
reality Spanish property, is captured and’ brought 
| into a port in which a mixed British and Spanish 
court is sitting, the commissioners may properly in- 
vestigate the case; and, upon sufficient proof a 
adduced of the Spanish character of the vessel, and 
of her having been guilty of a breach of the treaty 
between Great Britain and Spain for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade, the court may condemn 
her, notwithstanding that she was sailing under 
\the American flag, and had American papers on 
board. 

With respect to the general question of the search 
of vessels under the American flag by British cruis- 
| ers, the undersigned begs to refer Mr. Stevenson to 

his other note of this day’s date, relative to the case 










Joseph J. Snowden, the original owner, then gave | of the ‘‘Susan,” in which the undersigned has fully, 
a power of attorney and substitution to Charles and he hopes satisfactorily, replied to the represen- 
Snowden, who again nominated Pedro Manegat, the | tations made by Mr. Stevenson on that subject. 
notorious slave dealer, but who was described in that | 
document merely as a merchant at the Havana, to 


| The undersigned begs to return to Mr. Stevenson 
| the log kept by John Hutton, while acting as mate on 
| board the ‘‘Mary;”? and avails himself of this occa- 


Eight days afterwards, Pedro Manegat professedly | sion to renew to Mr. Stevenson the assurances of 
sold the ‘‘Mary” to a person named Pedro Sabate, of | his distinguished consideration. 
New Orleans, who, on the 2d of May, appointed as | 
her master Charles Snowden, the same person who, | as 
three months before, had named Pedro Magenatas | 
his agent to sell the ‘‘Mary;” and on the 1Sth of | 
June, Pedro Sabate replaced Snowden by appointing | 


PALMERSTON. 


LORD PALMERSTON TO MR. STEVENSON. 
Foreign Office, ug. 27, 1841. 
The undersigned, her majesty’s principal secreta- 
iry of state for foreign affairs, has the honor to ac- 
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knowledge the receipt of the note from Mr. Steven- 
son, envoy extraordinary 
ry from the United States at this court, dated the 
14th August, 1840, in reply to the note of the under- 
signed dated 23d April, 1840, on the subject of a com- 
plaint made by the American government against the 
officer in command of her majesty’s brig “Grecian,” 
for having boarded the American merchant ship 
‘‘Susan,” when off the light of Cape Frio, in the 
month of April, 1839. 

The undersigned begs leave to state to Mr. Ste- 

venson, in reply to the remarks contained in his last 
“note, that her majesty’s government do not pretend 
that her majesty’s naval officers have any right to 
search American merchantmen, met with in time of 
peace at sea; and if in some few cases such mer- 
chantmen have been searched, when suspected of 
having been engaged in slave trade, this has been 
done solely because the British officer who made the 
search imagined that he was acting in conformity with 
the wishes of the United States government in endea- 
voring to hand over to the United States tribunals 
ships and citizens of the union found engaged ina 
flagrant violation of the law of the union. 

Such things, however, will not happen again, be- 
cause orders have been given which will prevent their 
recurrence. 

But there.is an essential and fundamental diffe- 
rence between —— a vessel and examining her 
papers to see whether she is legally provided with 
documents entitling her to the protection of any 
country, and especially of the country whose flag she 
may have hoisted at the time. For though, by com- 
mon parlance, the word ‘flag’ is used to express the 
test of nationality, and though, according to that ac- 
ceptation of the word, her majesty’s government ad- 
mit that British cruisers are not entitled, in time of 
peace, to search merchant vessels sailing under the 
American ficg, yet her majesty’s government do not 
mean thereby to Ce that a merchantman can exempt 
himself from search by merely hoisting a piece of 
bunting with the United States emblems and colors 
upon it; that which her majesty’s government mean 
is, that the rights of the United States flag exempt a 
vessel from search, when that vessel is provided with 
papers entitling her to wear that flag, and proving 

r to be United States property, and navigated ac- 
cording to law. 


But this fact cannot be ascertained unless an officer 
of the cruiser whose duty it is to ascertain this fact 
shall board the vessel, or unless the master of the 
merchantman shall bring his papers on board the 
cruiser; and this examination of papers of merchant- 
men suspected of being engaged in the slave trade, 
even though they may hoist a United States flag, is a 
proceeding which it is absolutely necessary that Bri- 
tish cruisers employed in the suppression of the slave 
trade should continue to practice and to which her 
majesty’s government are fully persuaded that the 
United States government cannot, upon consideration, 
object; because what would be the consequence of a 
contrary practice? 

What would be the consequence, if a vessel en- 
gaged in the slave trade could protect herself from 
search by merely hoisting a United States flag? Why, 
it is plain that in such case every slave trading pi- 
rate, whether Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian, or 
English, or French, or of whatever nation he might 
be, would immediately sail under colors of the Unit- 


ed St every criminal could do that, though he 
could procure genuine American papers; and 
thus all the treaties concluded among the Christain 


powers, for the suppression of slave trade, would be 
rendered a dead letter. Even the laws of England 
might be set at defiance by her own subjects, and the 
slave trade would be invested with complete impuni- 
ty. Her majesty’s government are persuaded that 
the United States government cannot maintain a doc- 
trine which would necessarily lead to such monstrous 
consequences; but the undersigned is bound in duty 
frankly to declare to Mr. Stevenson that to such a 
doctrine the British government never could or would 
subscribe. The cruisers employed by her majesty’s 


and minister plenipotentia- 





United States will cease to confound two things 
which are in their nature entirely different; will look 
to things, and not to words, and, perceiving the wide 
and entire distinction between that right of search 
which has heretofore been a subject of discussion be- 
tween the two countries, and that right of search 
which almost all other christian nations have mutu- 
ally given each other for the suppression of the slave 
trade, will join the christian league, and will no lon- 
ger permit the ships and subjects of the union to be 
engaged in undertakings which the law of the union 
punishes as piracy. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
renew to Mr. Stevenson the assurances of his distin- 
guished consideration. PALMERSTON. 

A. Stevenson, Esq. &c. 


Mr. Stevenson to Lorp ABERDEEN. 
32, Upper Grosvenor street, Sept. 10, 1841. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States, has the honor 
to acquaint the earl of Aberdeen, her majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretary of state for foreign affairs, that he has 
had the honor to receive the two communications ad- 
dressed to him by Lord Viscount Palmerston, her 
majesty’s late principal secretary of state for forei 
affairs, under date of the 27th ultimo, upon the sab 
ject of the improper and harassing conduct of British 
cruisers towards the vessels and flag of the United 
States in the African seas. In communicating the 
decision of her majesty’s government upon the claims 
submitted to its consideration, it would have given 
the undersigned great satisfaction to have represent- 
ed that decision as one calculated to do justice to the 
individual claimants, and in accordance with the just 
rights and interests of hiscountry. He had indulged 
a confident hope that the complaints which had been 
made upon the subject would have been followed not 
only by suitable atonement and reparation, but by an 
immediate abandonment of the system of wrong and 
violence to which the vessels and commerce of the 
United States had been so long exposed, through the 
misconduct of British cruisers in the African seas. 

This course he had expected, not less from the 
justice of her majesty’s government than the friend- 
ly relations subsisting between the two countries. 

It is, therefore, with painful surprise and regret 
that the undersigned now learns from Lord Palmer- 
ston’s communications that these proceedings of her 
majesty’s cruisers have not only been approved and 
justified, and the injuries which ensued to remain un- 
redressed, but thata right is now asserted by her 
mgjesty’s government over the vessels and flag of the 
United States, involving high questions of national 
honor and interest, of public law and individual 
rights. 


Having heretofore, in his correspondence with 
Lord Palmerston, discussed the merits of these claims 
and the principles involved in them, and presented 
the views and expectations of his government upon 
the subject, the undersigned does not feel it incum- 
bent upon him, at this time, to open again the gener- 
al discussion, or recapitulate the particular circum- 
stances by which these cases might justly claim to be 
distinguished. Referring Lord Aberdeen to the pre- 
vious correspondence which has taken place, the un- 
dersigned will refrain from the further discussion of 
the individual cases, and content himself with a brief 
examination of those parts of Lord Palmerston’s 
notes in which a power is, for the first time, distinct- 
ly asserted by her majesty’s government over the 
vessels and flag of the United States, in time of peace, 
on the high seas. In order to ascertain the precise 
nature and character of this new and extraordinary 
power, it may be proper to quote those parts of his 
lordship’s communication in which it is asserted.— 
They are in the following words: 


‘The undersigned begs leave to state to Mr. Ste- 
venson, in reply to the remarks contained in his last 
note, that her majesty’s government do not pretend 
that her majesty’s naval officers have any right to 


‘search American merchantmen met with in time of 


government for the suppression of slave trade must | peace at sea; but there is an essential and fundamen- 
ascertain, by inspection of papers, the nationality of | tal difference between searching a vessel and examin- 
vessels met with by them under circumstances which | ing her papers to see whether she is legally provided 
justify a suspicion that such vessels are engaged in| with documents entitling her to the protection of any 
slave trade, in order that, if such vessels are found | country, and especially of the country whose flag she 


to belong to a country which has conceded to Great | may have hoisted at the time. 


Britain the mutual right of search, they may be 
searched accordingly; and that, if they be found to 
belong to a country which, like the United States, 


allowed to pass on, free and unexamined, to con- 
summate: their intended iniquity. 


For though, by com- 
mon parlance, the word flag is used to express the 
test of nationality, and though, according to that ac- 


|ceptation of the word, her majesty’s government ad- 
has not conceded that mutual right, they may be} 


mit that British cruisers are not entitled, in time of 


) | peace, to search merchant vessels sailing under the 
Her majesty’s | 
government feels convinced that the United States | 


American flag, yet her majesty’s government do not 
mean thereby to say that a merchantman can exempt 


government will see the necessity of this course of herself from search by merely hoisting a piece of 


proceeding. 


the day is not far dittant when the government of the 


|bunting with the United States emblems and colors 
But her majesty’s government would fain hope that | 


upon it; that which her majesty’s government mean 
is, that the rights of the United States flag exempt a 





vessel from search when that vessel is provided with 
fap entitling her to wear that flag, and proving 

er to be United States property, and navigated ac. 
cording to law.” And again: “The cruisers employ- 
ed by her majesty’s government for the suppression 
of slave trade must ascertain, by inspection of the 
papers, the nationality of vessels met with by them 
under circumstances which justify a suspicion that 
such vessels are en din slave trade, in order that 
if such vessels are found to belong to a country which 
has conceded to Great Britain the mutual right of 
search, they may be searched accordingly; sat that, 
if they be found to belong to a country which, like 
the United States, has not conceded that mutual right, 
they may be allowed to pass on, free and @nexamin- 
ed, to consummate their intended iniquity.” 

Here is a direct assertion of a right, on the part of 
British cruisers, to board and detain all vessels sailing 
under the flag of the United States, whether Ameri- 
can or not, for the purpose of ascertaining, by an ex- 
amination of their papers, their national character, 
and deciding whether they are entitled to the protec- 
tion of the flag of the country under which they sail. 
Now, it is proper to remark that the attempt which 
his lordship makes to distinguish between the right 
of search (a right, however, which he disclaims) and 
that which he asserts, is wholly fictitious. They are 
essentially the same, for all the eg aye of the pre- 
sent discussion. Indeed, the right to board, detain, 
and decide upon the national character of vessels na- 
vigating the ocean in time of peace, may justly be re- 
garded as more odious and insulting, and giving place 
to wider and more important injuries, than the right 
of search, which is purely a belligerent right, and 
cannot be enforced in time of peace. But if the dis- 
tinction was admitted to be a sound one, yet nothing 
would be gained in support of the right which Lord 
Palmerston claims for her majesty’s government.— 
The inquiry must still arise, whether a power even 
of visitation or detention can be rightfully and lawfully 
exercised by one nation over the ships of another, in 
time of peace, upon the high seas. That it cannot, 
the undersigned will now proceed briefly to show. 

And, first, as to the principles of public law and 
the usage of nations. By these it is expressly declar- 
ed that the vessels of all nations, in time of peace, 
navigating the ocean, shall be exempt from every 
species and purpose of interruption and detention, un- 
less engaged in some traffic contrary to the law of 
nations, or expressly provided for by treaty or com- 
pact. Now, although piracy is admitted to be an of- 
fence against the public law, and therefore punisha- 
ble in every country, and by every nation, no matter 
where committed, it must yet be borne in mind that 
all piracies are not offences against the law of na- 
tions. Piracy, therefore, by international law, and 
that which may be made so by the nee law of 
particular states, are essentially of a different cha- 
racter, and to be treated accordingly. Hence it is 
that offences declared to be piracy by the municipal 
laws of any state can only be tried and punished by 
the country within whose jurisdiction, or on board of 
whose ships on the ocean, the offence may have been 
Beit Now, slave trade is not cognizable un- 
der the law of nations. Although prohibited by 
most nations, and declared to be pireay by their laws, 
and especially by the statutes of Great Britain and 
the United States, it is yet not an offence against the 
public law, and its interdiction cannot be enforced by 
the ordinary right of visitation, detention, or search, 
in the manner that it might be if it was piracy by the 
law of nations. That this is the acknowledged doc- 
trine of international law cannot, it is presumed, be 
doubted. It is so expressly declared by all writers 
upon the law of nations, and has been acknowledged 
by the British government, through its highest judi- 
cial tribunals. Her annals are full of instruction on 
the subject. The following is the language held by 
one of her siost distinguished jurists: 


‘‘We are disposed to go as far in discountenancing 
this odious traffic as the law of nations and the prin- 
ciples recognised by English tribunals will allow us 
in doing; but beyond these principles we do not feel 
at liberty to travel. Formal declarations have been 
made and laws enacted in reprobation of this prac- 
tice, and plans, ably and zealously conducted, have 
been taken to induce other countries to follow our 
example, but at present with insufficient effect; for 
there are nations which adhere to the practice, un- 
der all the encouragement which their own laws 
give. What is, then, the doctrine of our own courts, 
of the laws of nations? Why, that this practice is 
to be respected; the slaves, if taken, to be restored 
to their owners; and, if not taken under innocent 
mistake, to be restored with costs and damages.” 
Again: “It would be, indeed, a most extravagant as- 
sumption, in any court of the law of nations, to pro- 
nounce that this practice, the tolerated, the approv- 
ed, the encouraged object of law, ever since man 
became subject to law, was legally criminal.” 
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Does her majesty’s government now mean to con- 
tend that the slave trade is contrary to the law of 
pations? On the contrary, is not the trade lawful to 
all governments who have not forbidden it, and, con- 
sequently, no right given to any one nation over the 
slave ships of another in time of peace, independent 
of express treaty stipulations by which the extent of 
the power to be exercised must be regulated? The 
right, then, which Lord Palmerston asserts, derives 
no support from the principles of the — law, 
but is left to stand upon the grounds o i 
and necessity, as the means of executing the existing 
treaties for the suppression of the slave trade, and 
without which his lordship asserts they would be- 
come a dead letter. Whether this be so or not, the 
undersigned has no means of judging, and deems it, 
therefore, unnecessary either to admit or deny it. 

The question is not whether the power asserted 
might be necessary or expedient, but whether any 
such power exists. It is incumbent then upon her 
majesty’s government to show upon what sn 
of justice and right it claims the power of deciding 
upon the right of an independent nation to navigate 
the ocean in time of peace; and this, too, for the 

urpose of executing treaties to which such nation 
is not a party, and consequently not bound. The 
signal error of Lord Palmerston is in assuming the 
necessity and expediency of the power as proof of its 
existence. Was such a power ever before asserted 





On the contrary, has not the righi of visitation and 
search been always regarded as exclusively one of a 
belligerent character? In proof ofthis, the under- 
signed need only refer Lord Aberdeen to the authori- 
ty of Great Britain herself on the subject: 

“TI can find no authority” (says the late Sir Wil- 
liam Scott) “that gives the right of interruption to 
the navigation of states upon the high seas, except 
that which the right of war gives to belligerents 
against neutrals. No nation can exercise a right of 
visitation and search upon the common and unappro- 
priated parts of the ocean, except upon the bellige- 
rent claim.’”? And again: “No nation has the right 
to force their way for the liberation of Africa, by 
trampling upon the independence of other states on 
the pretence of an eminent good by means that are 
unlawful, or to press forward to a great principle by 
breaking through other great principles which stand 
in their way.” 


Now, of all the principles ever attempted to be 
established in the past history of the dominion of the 
sea, few probably could be selected of more offen- 
sive and objectionable character than those asserted 
in Lord Palmerston’s note. Indeed, it is difficult to 
believe that his lordship or her majesty’s govern- 
ment could seriously expect that any independent 
nation could for a moment acquiesce in doctrines in- 
volving the extravagant supposition of yielding to 
another the right of determining upon the terms and 
conditions upon which it should navigate the ocean 
in a time of general and profound peace. Such a 
power once submitted to, and there would be no 
species of national degradation to which it might not 
lead. That such would be the consequence, the un- 
dersigned feels himself at liberty to suppose. But if 
it were admitted, for the purpose of illustration, that 
such a right was even doubtful, still the U. States, 
as well as other commercial nations, would-be bound 


there any force in the view alleged by Lord Palmer- 
ston, and upon which great reliance is placed, that 
the flag of the union is grossly abused by other na- 
tions, as a cover to their slave traffick. To what ex- 
tent the flag of the United States may have been 
used for this purpose, the undersigned and his go- 
vernment have no meansof judging. That it has 
been grossly abused, however, dees is too much rea- 
son to believe and deplore; but, whatever this abuse 
may have been, it can have no just influence either 
to strengthen or weaken the right asserted by her 
majesty’s government. 


seek to cover their infamous traffic by the fraudulent 
use of the American flag, the government of the U. 
States cannot be responsible. 


character from abuse, and will follow it up by such 
other measures as may appear to be called for. 

The government of the United States are not in- 
sensible to the force of the considerations which be- 
long to the subject of the African slave trade, nor 
have they failed to manifest their sensibility to what- 
ever concerns its abolition. Nothing is further from 
the wish of the American government than a desire 
to increase the difficulties or throw obstacles in the 
way of the execution of the existing treaties for its 
final extinction. This the undersigned has upon 
more than one occasion had the honor of assuring her 
majesty’s government, and takes leave now to repeat 
to Lord Aberdeen. Anxious, however, as the go- 
vernment of the United States are to promote the 
views of her majesty’s government on this subject, 
it cannot consent to do so by sacrificing the rights of 
its citizens or the honor of its flag. 

Her majesty’s government cannot be insensible of 
the importance and value of guarding the rights of 
neutrality from every species of violation. This duty 
belongs especially to great and powerful nations, 
such as Great Britain and the United States, not 
only as the best means of preserving peace, but giv- 
ing security to weaker communities, under the sha- 
dow of impartial justice. Among neutral nations 
there is probably not one more deeply interested 
than the United States. Their attitude is that of a 
neutral and peaceful power. The consistent and 
persevering policy of their government has been dis- 
layed in defence of the rights of neutrality and the 
iberty of the seas. Desirous to manifest cordial 
| good will to all nations, and maintain with each not 
only relations of the most perfect amity, but those of 
a commercial character, upon the basis of a fair, 
equal, and just reciprocity, the United States will 
continue to give to their system of policy a sincere 
and steady adherence. Upon this basis the relations 
between Great Britain and the United States, as well 
as all other nations, can alone be expected to con- 
tinue. ‘The undersigned, therefore, is happy to see 
in these relations, as well as the justice of her ma- 
jésty’s government and the firmness of his own, the 
best reason to expect not only an abandonment of 
the power which is now asserted, with the whole 
system of vexatious interruption and serveillance to 
which the vessels and commerce of the U. States 





to demand its discontinuance, if attempted to be ex- 
ercised in the manner indicated in Lord Palmerston’s 
note. Under what restrictions and limitations could 
such a power be enforced? What competent tribu- 
nal would there be to determine upon the decree of 
suspicion which is to justify the boarding and deten- 
tion, and the right of determining the national char- 
acter of all vessels under the flag of the U. States? 
Would it not make every subordinate commander of 
a British cruiser the exclusive judge, and not only 
lead to angry and exciting irritations upon the ocean, 
but to painful discussions between the two govern- 
ments? What security would American merchant- 
men have against decisions made without evidence, 
or where al] the rules of evidence might be violated 
with impunity? Would it not, from its very nature, 

a power the exercise of which, in whatever 
form it might be guarded, could admit of no just 
limitation? The answer to these questions will best 
show how inconsistent with the peace of Great Bri- 


tain and the rights of other states the exercise of 


any such power would be attended. But it is unne- 
cessary to press this view of the subject further 
upon Lord Aberdeen’s attention. ‘The objection is 


one of principle, and not of expediency, and is, there- — 


fore, wholly incapable of being overcome by the 
manner or discretion with which the power might 
be exercised,or the limitations thrown around it. 
However softened in terms, or restricted, it must 
still be regarded as imposing restrictions upon the 
lawful commerce of neutral nations, and an innova- 








have been subjected, but the future relations of the 
,two countries placed upon the solid foundation of 
| mutual interest and comity, and a more enlarged and 
liberal policy. - 
These are the views which the undersigned has 
deemed it his duty to submit to Lord Aberdeen’s con- 
sideration, upon the doctrines contained in Lord Pal- 
merston’s note, of a character so new and alarming 
to national sovereignty and sensibility, and the friend- 
ly relations of the two countries. He has presented 
them with the frankness and earnestness which their 
importance merited, and with the high respect due 
to her majesty’s government. He has, therefore, no 
other duty now to perform than to transmit copies 
of Lord Palmerston’s communication to his govern- 
ment, and to protest, in the most solemn manner, 
against their doctrines, as alike inconsistent with the 
principles of public law, with the rights and sove- 
reignty of the United States, and with that sense of 
justice and right which belong to the British nation. 
The undersigned prays Lord Aberdeen to accept 
assurances of his high consideration and respect. 
A. STEVENSON. 
To the right hon. the Earl of Aberdeen. 


LORD ABERDEEN TO MR. STEVENSON. 
Foreign office, October 13, 1841. 

The undersigned, her majesty’s principal secreta- 
ry of state for foreign affairs, has had the honor to 
receive the note of Mr. Stevenson, envoy extraordi- 


In relation to the conduct of other nations, who | res 


tes ¢ It has taken the steps | any 
which it deemed best to protect its flag as well as its | has formed the principal matter of Mr. Stevenson’s 


independent state could ever submit to without sur-|tinuation of a correspondence with the predecessor 
rendering its independence and sovereignty, and dis- | of the undersigned in this office, and relating to the 
regarding the high obligations of duty which it owes | visitation of vessels bearing the American 
to itself and the other nations of the world. Nor is| suspected of being engaged in the African slave 


ag and 


trade. 


if the undersigned feels it necessary to offer some 
remarks upon the note of Mr. Stevenson, he is de- 
sirous of doing so in the manner best calculated to 
ensure a candid and impartial consideration; for he 
would deeply regret that any harshness or asperity 
of expression should aggravate the difficulties of a 
subject which is, at all times, but too liable to pro- 
duce excitement and irritation. The undersigned is™ 
aware of the susceptibility of national feeling in all 
that affects national honor, and he requests Mr. Ste- 
venson to believe that it is with the most unfeigned 
ct for the rights, honor and independence of the 
United States, that he now proceeds to address him. 
The undersigned will forbear from entering into 
articulars of the visitation of the vessels which 


complaint to her majesty’s government, and which 

has been fully discussed in his correspondence with 

the predecessor of the undersigned. 

That proceeding may have been justifiable or 

otherwise, and the undersigned will be prepared, if 
necessary, to enter with Mr. Stevenson into the de- 

tails of the question; but his present object is that of 
a more general nature. He is desirous of placing 

very briefly before Mr. Stevenson the consequences 

of those principles which he has laid down, and to 

appeal to his candor—the undersigned had almost 
said to the dictates of plain sense—in order to re- 
ject such a conclusion as that which must necessari- 

ly flow from the argument contained in Mr. Steven- 
son’s note. 

Mr. Stevenson claims for the American flag an 
absolute exemption from all interference, and utterly 
denies the right of the British government, under 
any circumstances whatever, to visit in time of peace, 
merchant vessels bearing the flag of the union. 

Mr. Stevenson quotes the opinion delivered by 
Lord Stowell upon this subject, who declares that, in 
order to extirpate this odious traffic, it would not be 

lawful to capture vessels, even if they had slaves on 
board; and, also, that for the same purpose, however 
laudable, no right of search could be admitted to 
exist. 

Now the undersigned is the last person who would 
presume to question the authority of the distinguish- 
ed jurist to whom Mr. Stevenson has referred. But 
Mr. Stevenson will recollect that the judgment of 
Lord Stowell was delivered in the case of a French 
vessel which had actually been captured, and was 
condemned by a British tribunal. The sentence was 
reversed by Lord Stowell in the year 1817. At that 
period, Great Britain had no reason to presume that 
the slave trade was regarded as criminal by the 
whole civilized world, or that all nations had united 
their efforts for its suppression. And, even if such 
had been the case, it would have been very far from 
affording any justification of the sentence reversed. 
But the undersigned must observe that the present 
happy concurrence of the states of Christendom in 
this great object not merely justifies, but renders in- 
dispensable, the right now claimed ahd exercised by 
the British government. The undersigned readily 
admits that to visit and search American vessels in 
time of peace, when thatright ofsearch is not grant- 
ed by treaty, would be an infraction of public law 
and a violation of national dignity and independence. 
But no such right is asserted. 

We sincerely desire to respect vessels of the United 
States, but we may reasonably expect to know what 
it really is that we respect. Doubtless the flag is 
prima facie evidence of the nationality of the vessel; 
and if this evidence were, in its nature, conelusive 
and irrefragable, it ought to preclude all further in- 
quiry. But it is sufficiently notorious that the 
of all nations are liable to be assumed by those who 
have no right or title to bear them. 

Mr. Stevenson himself fully admits the extent to 
which the American flag has been employed for the 
purpose of covering this infamous traffic. 


The undersigned joins with Mr, Stevenson in 
deeply lamenting the evil, and he agrees with him in 
thinking that the United States ought-not to be con- 
sidered responsible for this abuse of their flag. But 
if all inquiry be resisted, even when carried no fur- 
ther than to ascertain the nationality of the vessel, 
and impunity be claimed for the most lawless and 
desperate of mankind in the commission of this fraud, 
the undersigned greatly fears that it may be regard- 
ed as something like an assumption of that respon- 
sibility which has been deprecated by Mr. Steven- 
son. 

While Mr. Stevenson deplores the prevalence of 
this abuse, and the nefarious character of the trade, 


nary and minister plenipotentiary of the U. States of | can he be satisfied that no remedy should be applied 








tion upon the liberty of the seas; a power which no 


America, dated on the 10th of September, in con-| or attempted? 
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The undersi hopes and believes that the num- 
ber of bona fide American vessels engaged in the 
trade is very small, and thus the danger of interfe- 
rence with such vessels by British cruizers must be 
of rare occurrence. 

Mr. Stevenson will admit that his objection to 
this interference would, under any circumstances, 
tend in its consequences to the protection of an abo- 
minable traffic, stiganiaed by the whole Christian 
world; but the confession of Mr. Stevenson that the 
trade is extensively carried on under the fraudulent 
use of the American flag, does in truth justify the 

«whole claim put forward by the British government. 

It constitutes that reasonable ground of suspicion 
which the law of nations requires in such a case. 
The admitted fact of this abuse creates the right of 
inquiry. 

e undersigned renounces all pretension on the 
part of the British government to visit and search 
American vessels in time of peace. Nor is it as 
American that such vessels are ever visited. But it 
has been the invariable eooten of the British navy, 
and, as the undersigned believes, of all navies in the 
world, to ascertain by visit the real nationality of 
merchant vessels met with on the high seas, if there 
be good reason to apprehend their illegal character. 

In certain latitudes, and for a particular object, the 
vessels referred to are visited, not as American, but 
either as British vessels engaged in an unlawfnl traf- 
fic, and carrying the flag of the United States for a 
criminal purpose, or as belonging to states which 
have by treaty conceded to Great Britain the right 
of search, and which right it is attempted to defeat 
by aig ae bearing the protecting flag of the 
union; or, finally, they are visited as piratical out- 
laws, possessing no claim to any flag or nationality 
whatever. 

Now, it can scarcely be maintained by Mr. Ste- 
venson that Great Britain should be bound to permit 
her own subjects, with British vessels and British 
capital, to carry on before the eyes of British officers 
this detestable traffic in human beings, which the law 
has declared to be piracy, merely because they had 
the audacity tocommit an additional offence by fraudu- 
lently usurping the American flag. 

Neither could Mr. Stevenson, with more reason, 
affirm that the subjects of states which have granted 
to Great Britain the right of search should be ena- 
bled to violate the obligation of their treaties, by dis- 
playing the flag of the union, contrary to the will 
and in defiance of the American government itself. 

Still less would Mr. Stevenson pretend to claim 
immunity for piratical adventurers who should en- 
deavor to shelter their lawless proceedings under the 
ensign of the United States. 

But unless Mr. Stevenson be prepared to maintain 
these propositions, the whole fabric of his argument 
falls to the ground; for the undersigned admits, that 
if the British cruizer should possess a knowledge of 

the American character of any vessel, his visitation 
of such vessel would be entirely unjustifiable. 

He further admits that so much respect and honor 
are due to the American flag, that no vessel bearing 
it ought to be visited by a British cruizer except un- 
der the most grave suspicions and well founded doubts 
of the genuineness of its character. 

The undersigned, although with pain, must add, 
that if such visit should lead to the proof of the 
American origin of the yessel, and that she was 
avowedly engaged in the slave trade, exhibiting to 
view the manacles, fetters and other usual imple- 
ments of torture, or had even a number of these un- 
fortunate beings on board, no British officer could in- 
terfere further. 

He might give information to the cruizers of the 
United States, but it would not be in his own power 
to arrest or impede the prosecution of the voyage 
and the success of the undertaking. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the utmost caution is 
necessary in the exercise of the right claimed by 
Great Britain. While we have recourse to the ne- 
cessary, and indeed the only means for detecting im- 

ture, the practice will be carefully guarded, and 

Fimited to cases of strong suspicion. The undersign- 
ed begs to assure Mr. Stevenson that the most pre- 
cise and positive instructions haye been issued to her 
majesty’s officers on this subject. 


The United States have stigmatized this abomina- 
ble trade in terms of abhorrence as strong as the peo- 
le of this country. They are also actively engaged 
in its suppression. But if, instead of joining their 
efforts to those of Great Britain, and laboring with 
her for the attainment of this great blessing to huma- 
nity, the United States had wished to follow a differ- 
ent course, the reasoning employed in Mr Steven- 
son’s note is precisely such as would be resorted to 
for its defence and justification. 
The undersigned, with his conviction of the perfect 
good faith and sincerity of the government of the U. 


even by disclaiming any such suspicion; but he be- 
lieves Mr. Stevenson will agree with him in lament- 
ing that the effects of the policy of the United States 
should have any tendency to create a different im- 
pression in the minds of those who are disposed to 
think less favorably and less justly upon the subject. 

Great Britain makes no pretension, claims no right, 
which she is not ready and desirous to concede to the 
United States. 

A mutual right of search, regulated in such a man- 
ner as to prevent the occurrence of any irritating cir- 
cumstances, has always appeared to the undersigned 
to be the most reasonable, the most simple, and most 
effectual method of attaining the great object which 
both governments have in view. 

But this proposal has already been rejected by the 
United States, and the undersigned is not instructed 
again to offer it for consideration. 

It is for the American government alone to deter- 
mine what may be due to a just regard for their na- 
tional dignity and national interests; but the undersign- 
ed must be permitted to express his conviction, that 
rights which have been mutually conceded to each 
by the governments of Great Britain and France can 
scarcely be incompatible with the honor and inde- 
pendence of any state upon the face of the earth. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
request of Mr. Stevenson to accept the assurances of 
his distinguished consideration. ABERDEEN. 

A. Srevenson, Ese. &e. 

MR. STEVENSON TO LORD ABERDEEN. 
32, Upper Grosvernor sireet, Oct. 21, 1841. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary from the United States of Ame- 
rica, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note which Lord Aberdeen, her majesty’s principal 
secretary of state for foreign affairs, did him the ho- 
nor to address to him, under date of the 13th instant, 
in answer to the one from the undersigned of the [0th 
of September, relative to the visitation and interrup- 
tion to which the vessels and commerce of the Unit- 
ed States have been subjected by British cruisers in 
the African seas, and which has been made the sub- 
ject of complaint to her majesty’s government; and, 
having considered with the attention which their im- 
portance merits the arguments presented by Lord 
Aberdeen’s note, the undersigned has now the honor 
to submit to his lordship’s consideration the observa- 
tions which he feels himself called upon to make. 

Before proceeding to do so, however, the under- 
signed will take occasion to remark that he shares 
fully in the opinion expressed by Lord Aberdeen as 
to the importance of avoiding, in the discussion of 
grave questions of national character, every thing 
calculated to embarrass or throw difficulties in the 
way of impartial and dispassionate consideration,— 
The undersigned, therefore, with gr: at sincerity, as- 
sures Lord Aberdeen of the readiness and zeal with 
which he is disposed to conduct the negotiations be- 
tween the two countries on his part, in a manner the 
most conciliatory and best calculated to preserve 
peace; and that he should equally deplore with Lord 
Aberdeen that any harshness or asperity of expres- 
sion should be suffered to mingle in the discussion of 
a question involving national sensibility of feeling, 
and so liable, as his lordship justly supposes, to pro- 
ducé excitement and irritation. He begs Lord Aber- 
deen, therefore, to believe that it is under the influ- 
ence of such feelings, and with the most perfect re- 
spect both for himself and for her majesty’s govern- 
ment, that he now proceeds to reply to those parts 
of his lordship’s note which he deems it his duty to 
notice. ;, 

To enable him to do this, it may be important to 
ascertain what is the real question at issue between 
the two governments, and the precise nature of the 
power asserted by her majesty’s government over the 
vessels and commerce of the United States. It may 
be thus briefly stated: 


The government of Great Britain, with that of 
other nations, regarding the African slave trade as a 
great evil, united in measures for its abolition. For 
that purpose, laws were passed and treaties conclud- 
ed giving to the vessels of each of the contracting 
parties the mutual right of search, under certain li- 
mitations. Independent of these treaties, and under 
the principles of public law, this right of search could 
not be exercised. The United States were invited 
to become a party to these. treaties; but, for reasons, 
which they deemed satisfaetory, and growing out of 
the pecutiar character of their institutions and sys- 
tems of government, they declined doing so. They 
deemed it inexpedient, under any modification or in 
any form, to yield the right of having their vessels 
searched or interfered with, in time of peace, upon 
the high seas. With the history of the negotiations 
which took place on this subject, between the two 





States, would almost fear to offend Mr. Stevenson 


governments, Lord Aberdeen is doubtless informed. 


ties to these treaties, and others who refused to be- 
come so, continued to prosecute their slave traffic. 
and, to enable them to do so with more effect, they 
resorted to the use of the of other nations; but 
more icularly that of the United States. To pre- 
vent this, and enforce’ her treaties, Great Britain 
deemed it important that her cruisers in the African 
seas should have the right of detaining and examin- 
ing all vessels navigating those seas, for the purpose 
of ascertaining their national character. Against 
this practice the government of the United States 
protested, and the numerous cases out of which the 
present discussion has arisen, became subjects of 
complaint and negotiation between the two govern- 
ments. Her majesty’s government, however, having 
refused to make reparation in any of the cases, and 
still asserting the right of her cruisers to continue the 
practice of detaining and examining all vessels on 
the coasts and in the African seas, it becomes impor- 
tant that the precise character and extent of the right 
thus claimed should be clearly ascertained. In the 
last note which the undersigned had the honor of ad- 
dressing to Lord Aberdeen, he attempted to show, in 
the first place, that the right asserted by her majesty’s 
government, in Lord Palmerston’s note of the 27th of 
August, was substantially a right of search; and in the 
next place, that, if it was not, still the right of inter- 
ference in the manner asserted with the vessels or 
flags of other nations, not parties to these treaties, 
was not less unJawful and unjustifiable. 

Now, Lord Aberdeen disclaims the right of search- 
ing American vessels upon the high seas, and admits 
that to do so would be a gross infraction of the pub- 
lic law, and a violation of national sovereignty and 
independence. But his lordship contends that, in re- 
quiring vessels sailing under the flag of the United 
States to submit to the operation of examination, in 
the manner and for the objects proposed by his go- 
vernment, there would be no violation of national 
rights or honor, and, consequently, nothing to which 
the government of the United States ought rightfully 
to object. Upon this branch of the subject the un- 
dersigned does not intend to repeat the arguments 
contained in his previous correspondence with her 
majesty’s late principal secretary of state for foreign 
affairs. Referring Lord Aberdeen to that correspon- 
dence, he will content himself with submitting such 
additional observations as his lordship’s last note has 
rendered necessary. 

Is the right, then, claimed by her majesty’s govern- 
ment less an infraction of the principles of public law 
and the rights of independent states than that of 
search, which is disclaimed? 


Now, Lord Aberdeen will remark, that the right 
asserted by his predecessor for her majesty’s govern- 
ment is clear and explicit. It is thus stated in Lord 
Palmerston’s note: ‘‘That her majesty’s government 
have decided that the flag of the United States shall 
exempt no vessel (whether American or not) from 
search by her majesty’s cruisers in the African seas, 
unless such sane shall be found provided with pa- 
pers entitling her to the protection of the flag she 
wears, and proving her to be United States’ proper- 
ty, and navigating the ocean according to law?” Of 
what law, however, whether public or municipal, 
his lordship does not state, but leaves to be inferred. 
This doctrine Lord Aberdeen is understood to affirm. 
Now, in the first place, here is an actual denial of 
the right of vessels of the United States to navigate 
the ocean in time of peace, without being subjected 
to detention and examination, and without proof of 
their being the property of citizens of the United 
States, and documented according tolaw. It consti- 
tutes the commandant of every British cruiser the 
exclusive judge to decide whether such vessels, in 
the- language of his lordship, be ‘‘properly provided 
with papers entitling them to the protection of the flag 
they wear, and proving them to be United States property, 
and navigating the ocean according tolaw.”” What es- 
sential difference, then, is there between the right of 
search, in its harshest form, and that of arresting 
the vessels of an independent nation on their voyage, 
compelling their officers to leave their vessels, and 
subjecting them and their papers to the examination 
and decision of every subordinate naval commander? 
Is it not the right of placing British cruisers on any 
part of the ocean that her majesty’s government may 
select, and prescribing the terms upon which other 
nations are to participate in the freedom of the seas? 
Is it not, in effect, a claim of jurisdiction over the 
whole of the African coasts and seas, as exclusive 
as thdt which could only be enjoyed within the ac- 
knowledged limits of local sovereignty? To these 
questions but one answer can be given. It must be 
in the affirmative. But to what consequences would 
not such a power lead, if once submitted to? Where 
would it end? If Great Britain can exercise such 
power, why may not other nations do the same? What 
is there to prevent those states, especially, which 





In the mean time some of the powers who were par- 


have entered into treaties for the abolition of slave- 
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ry, from subjecting the vessels and commerce of the 
United States to similar interruptions and embarrass- 

? ; 
mv by should not Hayti (who has lately been induc- 
ed to prohibit the slave trade) authorise her cruisers 
to follow the example of her majesty’s government? 
By one of her recent laws upon the subject, she did 
assert a similar right; but it was afterwards chang- 
ed, at the instance of Great Britain, upon the ground 
thatno nation had the right in time of peace to en- 
force the provisions of their laws and treaties against 
states who were not parties to them, and consequent- 
ly not bound by them. In the note addressed by the 
undersigned to Lord Palmerston, under date of the 
97th of February, 1841, and referred to in the one to 
Lord Aberdeen, allusion was m-.de to the proceed- 
ings of her majesty’s government, under which the 
Haytian government were induced to change their 
laws At that time at least, it is presumed, her ma- 
jesty’s government had not determined to assert this 
right of dominion over the seas. But, again, why 
might not the right of search for seamen and deser- 
ters, and that of impressment, be defended upon the 
principles of the present claim? Let it be supposed, 
for purposes of illustration, that Great Britain had 
entered into treaties with other nations, by which 
the right of search for seamen or deserters was given 
to the vessels of each other, and that some of the 
contracting states, in order to evade their engage- | 
ments, should resort to the fraudulent use of the 
flags of other nations. And suppose, also, that with | 
the view of enforcing these treaties, it should be 





deemed expedient to asserta right of boarding and, ly not to the extent now claimed, has ever prevailed 
pe g 4 ety p 


examining, upon the high seas, the vessels of nations 

who had not surrendered the right, and were not | 
parties to the treaties? Does Lord Aberdeen or her 
majesty’s government believe that such a power 
would be tolerated by any independent nation upon 
the face of the earth? And yet, what difference 
would there be between such a case and the one un- 
der consideration, except that the one would relate 
to slavery and the other to impressment?—subjects, 
probably, equally important in the view of her ma- 
jesty’s government. 

It was against the exercise of any such right that 
the distinguished jurist, to whom reference had been | 
made, declared (whilst sitting as a court under the 
law of nations) “that no authority could be found 
which gave any right of visitation or interruption over 
the vessels and navigation of other states, on the high 
seas, except that which the right of war gives to bel- 
ligerents against neutrals; and that Great Britain had 
no right to force her way to the liberation of Africa, 
by trampling upon the rights and independence of 
other nations, for any good, however eminent.” 

Upon what principles, then, of public law or of 
common right or justice, such a power as that now 
asserted is to be defended or justified, her majesty’s 
government have not deemed it expedient to state. — 
As yet it has been left to stand for its whole efficacy 
upon the grounds of expediency. The undersigned 
must therefore repeat the opinion, expressed in his 
note to Lord Aberdeen, that there is no essential dif- 
ference whatever between the right of search and 
that now asserted for her majesty’s government.— 
But Lord Aberdeen contends that, in resisting the 
exercise of this right in the form in which it has been 
made, the undersigned is necessarily compelled to 
claim, not only immunity for the flag of the United 
States and all the piratical adventurers who are en- 
deavoring to shelter themselves under it, but to main- 
tain that, Great Britain herself would be bound to 
ein her own subjects, with British vessels and 

ritish capital, to carry on the traffic under their own 
eyes, provided it was done under the fraudulent use 
of an American flag; and his lordship further declares 
that unless the undersigned is prepared to maintain 
to their full extent these propositions, the whole fa- 
brie of his argument must fall to the ground. 


Now, the undersigned begs to observe that Lord 
Aberdeen has greatly misapprehended the principles 
and arguments contained in the note which he had 
the honor of addressing to bis lordship, and which it 
becomes proper to seize the earliest moment of cor- 
recting. This the undersigned will the more readily 
do, because he is persuaded, from the spirit in which 
Lord Aberdeen’s note is written, that he will take 
pleasure in correcting any misapprehension into 
which he may unintentionally have been drawn.— 





—— 


denying to Great Britain, or any other nation, the | power can excuse it) that his lordship should have 
right of seizing their vessels or poolsaing their sub-| stated what the particular character and degree of 


jects for any violation of their laws or treaties, pro- 
vided, however, it should be done without violating 
the principles of public law or the rights of other na- 
tions. Nor are such the consequences which can 
fairly be deduced from the argument which he had 
the honor of addressing to Lord Aberdeen, and, which 
his lordship seems so greatly to have misapprehended. 
Great Britain has the undoubted right, and so have 
all other nations, to detain and examine the vessels 
of their own subjects, whether slaves or not, and 
whether with or without a flag purporting to be that 
of the United States; but, in doing this, it must be 
borne in mind that they have no color of right, nor 
will they be permitted to extend such interference to 
the vessels or citizens of the United States sailing 
under the protection of the flag of their country. 

If Great Britain or any other nation cannot re- 
strain the slave trade of their own people upon the 
ocean without violating the rights of other nations 
and the freedom of the seas, then indeed the im- 
punity of which Lord Aberdeen speaks will take 
place. This may be deplored, but it cannot be avoid- 
ed. But Lord Aberdeen asserts that it has been the 
invariable practice of the British navy, and he be- 
lieves of aJl the navies in the world, to ascertain by 
visit the real character of merchant vessels met with 
on the high seas, if there be good reason to appre- 
hend their illegal character. Now, the undersigned 
must be excused for doubting whether any such prac- 
tice as that which Lord Aberdeen supposes, certain- 


in time of peace. In war the right of visitation is 
ractised, under the limitations authorised by the 
aws of nations, but not in peace. What other na- 
tion than Great Britain has ever asserted or attempt- 
ed to exercise it? None, it is believed. There is ano- 


the suspicion was to be which was alone to justify 
the interference of her majesty’s cruisers. That 
such a right as that claimed, if it existed, could not 
safely be confided to those of her majesty’s cruisers 
who have heretofore been in the habit of exercising 
it, the undersigned feels himself warranted in sup- 
posing. This, he presumes, will be satisfactorily 
shown by the cases which he has heretofore present- 
ed to her majesty’s government, and for which no 
reparation has yet been made. These cases will 
show the embarrassments and injuries to which the ~ 
trade and commerce of the United States, through- 
out the whole of the African seas, have already been 
subjected by the vexatious seizures and detentions of 
her majesty’s cruisers, and in most of them without 
justification or excuse. 

That the right asserted by her majesty’s govern- 
ment may be considered as important, may not be 
doubted. Indeed, the undersigned would not act 
frankly towards Lord Aberdeen if he were to pre- 
tend that the consequences of refusing the exercise 
of the right of the Rinaricen government might not 
throw very great difficulties in the way of executing 
the existing treaties for the abolition of the slave 
trade; but, as he has taken occasion heretofore to 
observe, the admission can neither strengthen the 
claim of right nor diminish the force of the objec- 
tions to it on the part of the United States. 

There remains only one other part of Lord Aber- 
deen’s note which the undersigned deemed it neces- 
sary at this time to notice. Itis that in which his 
lordship expresses the opinion that any right of search 
which shall have been conceded by two such govern- 
ments as France and Great Britain, can scarcely be 
considered as incompatible with the honor and inde- 
pendence of any nation upon earth. Now, if Lord 








ther misapprehension, also, into which Lord Aber- 
deen seems to have fallen that it may be important 





Aberdeen’s remark was intended to apply to the 
proposal which was made by her majesty’s govern- 


to correct. It relates to an admission which his; ment to that of the United States for a mutual right 
lordship supposes the undersigned to have made, as | of search, secured and guarded by treaty stipula- 
to the extent of the abuse of the American flag for tions, the undersigned has no observation to make; 

urposes. of slave traffic. Now, the undersigned | but if this opinion of his lordship was intended to 
would submit, that he did not intend to express, nor} apply to the right now asserted by Great Britain, 
did he, any opinion as to the extent to which the flag, and proposed by her government to be exercised 
of the United States was abused by other nations. | in the absence of all conventional arrangement, then 
So far from it, he expressly stated, as Lord Aberdeen | the undersigned must be allowed to express his de- 
will perceive by reference to his note, that neither | cided dissent. That the exercise of mutual rights, 
he nor his government had the means of forming any properly secured, might not be incompatible with 
opinion upon the subject. He admitted the abuse of| national honor aud sovereignty he readily admits, 
the flag, and deplored it, but to what extent he gave | inasmuch as the contracting parties would stand upon 
no opinion. the footing of equality and security. This he pre- 
Nor can the undersigned yield to the force of the | sumes to be the case between France and Great Bri- 
reasoning employed by Lord Aberdeen, arising out | tain; but such would not be the case between Great 
of the limited number of bona fide American ves-! Britain and the United States. 


sels engaged in the slave trade, to prove that the | The undersigned must, therefore, after the most 
danger of interference with American vessels will! .arefy] consideration of the arguments advanced in 


be of rare occurrence. He readily admits, with | [ord Aberdeen’s note repeat the opinion which he 
Lord Aberdeen, that there are few American vessels, | pas heretofore expressed, that if a power such as 


if any, engaged in the slave trade; but, in ad-) that which is now asserted by her majesty’s govern- 
mitting the fact, he does not perceive very clearly ment shall be enforced, not only without consent, 


what bearing it can have upon the present discus-' hut in the face of a direct refussl to concede it, it 


sion, or how the smallness of the number of Ameri-| can be regarded in no other light by the government 


can slavers can at all guard against the evils which | of the United States than a violation of national 

sai sented Eee hi ciel ter ecw | "ENO cornet) Nak Se mete ae 

» TARE ; ples of international law. at its exercise may 

poh. o Aa 7 yoo migasaga a e ranted bor by | lead to consequences of a painful character, there is 
, and that it can in no w ’ 


th ‘nati fall ' iling under the A , too much reason to apprehend. In cases of conflict- 
= SEARS HOG OF Sth Yesscls. sain er the lag) ing rights between nations, the precise line which 
of the United States; and as it must also be admitted | ee P 


'neither can pass, but to which each may advance, 
that there are numerous American vessels engaged | js noteasily found or marked; and yet it exists, what- 
in lawful commerce in the African seas, which, with | 


: ever may be the difficulty of discerning it. In ordi- 
other vessels, are to be subjected to detention and ex- | 4 : . re 


oe ‘ inary cases of disagreement there is little danger; each 
amination, what possible effect can the number of) nation may and often does yield something to the 


American slavers have in preventing the interference | other. Such, however, it is to be feared, is not the 


to that more numerous class of merchantmen who | present case. The peculiar nature of the power as- 


_ » be ee cumsged in pte ow Pg the | serted, and the consequences which be appre- 
. ole O tk Ua at ; ere 7 in th a on | hended from its exercise, make it one of an import- 
ee ros of the Unt Stats cnage ip the at anand moment charter. Involving a it dos 
deen is so desirous of avoiding must still take place, | yer om high mn cengarows Ble thay moat 
: 5 : piace, | justly be regarded as deeply endangerin 
whenever the right shall be attempted to be enforced ie Bed of the two 5 scrniy Ought wes 
against nae horeny yng not = pr But the _jesty’s government, then, under such circumstances, 
great caution which Is to be observed in the exercise | to insist upon its enforcement? That it will not, the 


of the right, and the careful manner in which it will | undersigned cannot permit himself to doubt. He 


be guarded, is greatly relied on by Lord Aberdeen | wij) therefore continue to cherish the hope that, upon 


in its defence. Indeed, his lordship declares that so a careful review of the whole subject her majesty’s 
much honor and respect are due to the flag of the | povernment will see the importance of adopting 


Indeed the undersigned must have expressed himself| United States, that it is only to be exercised in cer-| other measures for the suppression of the slave trade 


very imperfectly if, in denying the right of interfer- 
ing with vessels under the American flag, he did not 
convey the opinion that he intended to limit his ob- 
oo to vessels bona fide American, and not to those 

elonging to nations who might fraudulently have as- 
sumed the flag of the United States. With the ves- 
sels of other nations, whether sailing under their own 
or another flag, the government of the U. States can 


have no authority or desire to interfere. The under- 


tain latitudes, and exclusively confined to cases than those now proposed, and which will be far bet- 

where the strongest suspicion and well founded doubts | ter calculated, not only to accomplish the object de- 

exist. sired, but to preserve the friendly relations of the 
Now, the undersigned would respectfully ask of two countries upon principles consistent with the in- 

what consequence it can be to the United States, if| terest and honor of both. 

their rights or the honor of their flag are violated,| The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 

whether it be done upon one part of the ocean or| renew to Lord Aberdeen assurances of his distin- 

another? In relation to the well founded suspicion | guished consideration and respect, 

to which Lord Aberdeen refers, it might have been A. STEVENSON. 





signed, therefore, did not mean to be understood as 


desirable (if the manner of exercising an unlawful! To the Earl of Aberdeen. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, Decemser 1, 1841. 

Sir: The report of the major qeoneee! commanding 
the army, and of the heads of the different bureaus, 
attached to this department, upon the several sub- 
jects committed to its ch , are herewith submitted. 

The accuracy of the information, and the fullness 
of the views thus exhibited, will render superfluous 
any extended observations from one but recently call- 
ed to the consideration of the various matters so 
well presented by officers of great experience and 
acknowledged ability. Such remarks, however, as 
seem required, will be made in the course of the fol- 
lowing statement of the general results derived from 
these reports. 

From the general return of the army, contained in 
the report of the major general, commanding in chief, 
it appears that the whole number of troops now in 
service, is ten thousand six hundred and ninety-four: 
consisting of seven hundred and twenty-eight com- 
missioned officers, and nine thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-six non-commissioned officers, musicians 
and privates. The aggregate exceeds the number 
specified in the report of 1840, by one hundred and 
twenty-four. Of the whole number, nine thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-two are reported as present, 
and the residue, eight hundred and twelve, are absent 
or sick; of whom four hundred and forty-seven are 
absent on detached service. To complete the orga- 
nization of the army, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight recruits are required. 

During the past year the whole number recruited 
was four thousand nine hundred and twenty-two. 

It is gratifying to find that the number of deserters, 
within the year, as compared with the number enlist- 
ed, has largely diminished. 

The disposition of the troops intended for the pro- 
tection of our inland frontiers, and for garrisoning 
the forts on the Atlantic, is given in the report. 

The residue of the army, consisting, at the last re- 
turns of about three thousand five hundred men, but 
which is now, or will be, reduced soon to three thou- 
sand, is employed in the protection of the inhabitants 
of Florida, and in the offensive operations carried on 
in that territory. 

On the western frontier, the Indians have been kept 
from wars among themselves, and from hostile acts 
against our citizens. With the exception of some 
depredations alleged to have been committed in Texas 
by the Caddoes, a tribe, for whose conduct that coun- 
try is more responsible than we are, the native tribes 
appear to be quiet, and indicate no disposition to com- 
mence aggressions. On the northern frontier, the 
presence of the troops has been, and, doubtless, will 
continue to be, of eminent service in preserving the 
peaceful relations of the country with the adjacent 
territories of Great Britain. At the northeast, the 
small force stationed near the disputed boundary line 
seems required for the same purpose. 

Within the year a new aspect has been given to the 
military operations in Florida. The minuteness and 
accuracy with which they are detailed in the report 
of the commanding general, render any other account 
of them unnecessary. It would be unjust, however, 
to withhold the expression of that cordial approba- 
tion, which is felt by this department, and, it is be- 
lieved, by the whole country, of the gallant enterprise 
and patient endurance of the troops and their able 
commander, Colonel Worth. Overcoming the feel- 
ings which a contest with such enemies must produce 
in the soldiers of a civilized country, and consulting 
only the high dictates of duty, they have persevered 
in a contest which, in the only means of conducting 
it, more resembles the pursuit of animals, than a war- 
fare with human beings, and in which the triumphs 
of success are mingled with pity, not far removed 
from contempt, for an inglorious foe. 

The last advices from that quarter confirm the ex- 
pectations of a speedy and successful result to the 
campaign. All that high intelligence, devoted zeal, 
consummate bravery, and irrepressible energy, can 
contribute to that result, will continue to be exerted 
by the troops and their gallant commander, for whom 
the difficulties of a contest, without resemblance in 
the history of war, seems to have no terrors. 


The suggestions, in the same report, of the com- 
manding general, respecting officers holding appoint- 
ments at the same time, both in the line and in the 
staff, with the right of promotion in each, and re- 
specting the inequality of pay between officers of the 
same grade, in the different branches of service, are 
worthy of great consideration, emanating as they do 
from long experience, the result of intelligent and 
disinterested observation. And the recommendation 
of the present general-in-chief concurring with those 
of his lamented and distinguished predecessor, in re- 
lation to pensions, will doubtless attract the attention 
of congress to that subject. 





The very moderate increase of two regiments to 
our army, recommended in the same report, will un- 
questionahly be received with all the confidence due 
to any suggestions from such a source. The neces- 
sity for such an increase, to man the forts, posts and 
fortifications, on our inland and maritime frontiers, 
will be apparent on a consideration of the plans for 
the national defence which have béen proposed, and 
wholly or partially adopted. A brief and connected 
view of those plans seems a opriate and necessary 
for that purpose, and to a full understandiug of those 
parts of the reports herewith communica e] 
to the subject. It is necessary, also, in explanation 
of the estimates submitted for appropriations to con- 
tinue and complete the means of protection and de- 
fence. In presenting such a view, the occasion will 
be taken to make such observations as may seem to 
be required. 

The defences of the country may be regarded un- 
der three distinct heads. First, for the protection of 
the western frontier against Indian hostilities. Se- 
cond, precautions against aggressions from the colo- 
nial possessions of foreign powers in our vicinity, at 
the north. And third the defence of our maritime 
frontier. 


Under the first head, the plan communicated to the 
senate, on the 3d day of January, 1838, in pursuance 
of a resolution of that body, and recommended by the 
then head of this department, was approved in its 
general outlines by the board of officers—who report- 
ed on the subject in May, 1840, and appears to be 
well adapted to the purpose. It contemplated a 
line of exterior posts advanced into the Indian coun- 
try, beyond the boundary of existing cessions, for the 
purpose of overawing and repressing hostilities among 
the Indians, or against our own settlements; and an 
interior line of posts, as places of refuge in cases of 
danger or alarm, with depots for arms and supplies. 
There seems to have been some difference of opinion 
whether the forts to be established at these posts, 
should be constructed of wood, so abundantly fur- 
nished by the country, or of stone, or other equall 
indestructible material. From the information whic 
has been received, and from the uniform practice in 
Indian wars, the better opinion would appear to be, 
that stockaded forts with log block houses, would af- 
ford sufficient protection against an enemy unprovid- 
ed with artillery. The rapidity and economy with 
which they could be erected, in many cases chiefly 
by the labor of the troops, would give them a decid- 
ed preference. It is not perceived why the interior 
line of posts, or as many of them as may be necessa- 
ry, should not also be used as depots of subsistence 
and military supplies. Six or eight of the exterior 
line, and eight interior forts, are deemed sufficient. 
The following are the forts established, which may 
be considered as forming parts of this plan of defence. 
Fort Jesup, 25 miles southwest from Nachitoches, 
on the road to Texas; Fort Towson, near the con- 
fluence of the Keamichi and Red rivers, in the Choc- 
taw nation, 325 miles from Fort Jesup, and about 50 
miles from the western boundary of Arkansas; Fort 
Smith, situated on the Arkansas river, partly in Ar- 
kansas and partly in the Cherokee nation; Fort Gib- 
son, about 60 miles northwest of Fort Smith, on the 
Arkansas river, and 207 miles from Fort Towson; 
Fort Wayne, on the Illinois river, in the Cherokee 
nation, not far from the western boundary of Arkan- 
sas, 60 miles from Fort Gibson; Fort Leavenworth, 
on the right bank of the Missouri river, 286 miles 
from Fort Smith; Fort Snelling, at the junction of 
the St. Peter’s with the Mississippi river, 512 miles 
from Fort Leavenworth; Fort tawford. 300 miles 
below Fort Snelling, on the Mississippi. river, about 
5 miles from the mouth of the Wisconsin; Fort Win- 
nebago, at the portage between the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, about 130 miles from Fort Crawford; Fort 
Howard, at the head of Green Bay, 115 miles from 
Fort Winnebago; Fort Mackinac, on the island of 
Michilimackinac, at the outlet of Lake Michigan; 
Fort Brady, on the St. Mary’s river, at the outlet of 
Lake Superior; and Fort Gratiot, on the St. Clair 
river, at the outlet of Lake Huron. 


Barracks are in progress at Turkey river, in the 
Winnebago country, and at Fort Smith; and at Fort 
Leavenworth extensive barracks have been complet- 
ed. As the white settlements advance, and the In- 
dians recede, it will be necessary to push these exte- 
rior forts further into the Indian country. But it is 
evident that such a line of posts would not accom- 
plish all the objects which should be had in view in 
relation to that vast portion of our territory, which 
extends from the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. It is 
in immediate contact with numerous wild and war- 
like Indians, who are capable of bringing into the 
field a number of warriors, estimated at from twenty 
to thirty thousand. From the intercourse which sub- 
sists between them and the traders, and emissaries of 








foreign nations they may be rendered as formidable 
as any description of force that could be brought 


‘relating | 


Se, 
———— 


against us. To secure a proper influence over them 
in peace, and to counteract and contro! their disposi- 
tions in war, to secure our own territory and to pro- 
tect our traders, it is indispensable that a’chain of 
‘posts shonld be established, extending from the Coun. 
cil Bluffs to the mouth of the Columbia river, so as 
to command the avenues by which the Indians pasg 
from the north to the south; and at the same time 
maintain a communication with the territories be- 
longing to us on the Pacific. 

e present state of our relations with these In. 
dians, and other considerations which will readi} 
suggest themselves, seem to demand prompt attention 
to these views, and the adoption of the necessary 
measures to execute them. 

Second. The defences on the northern frontier 
will necessarily be of a different character from those 
already considered, as they must be designed for pro- 
tection against a powerful enemy, possessing all the 
means of warfare along a distance of more than two 
thousand miles. Naval forces on the lakes undoubt- 
edly afford our chief reliance for defence and offence. 
To furnish them shelter from tempests, the harbors 
must be enlarged and rendered accessible; and to pro- 
tect them and their supplies, as well as the property 
and lives of our citizens from an enemy, those har- 
bors, and the most important of the straits and rivers 
connecting the lakes, should be fortified. The com- 
prehensive and able views of the board of officers on 
this subject, in their report of May, 1840, already 
mentioned cannot be strengthened by any remarks 
from this department. 


* The omission to make the necessary appropriations, 
has prevented any thing more than a partial execution 
of the defence of the northern frontier. Fort Niaga- 
ra has been reported ready for armament, and a com- 
pany as been ordered to garrison it. So much has 
already been done at Fort Oswego, as to justify the 
belief that, at the end of the season, it will be in a 
condition for effective service. Under the appropria- 
tions made in September last, for the defensive works 
at Detroit, Buffalo and the outlet of Champlain, 
means have been taken to select for their construc- 
tion, which will be commenced as soon as the titles 
to those sites shall be secured. 

The third division of our national defences, those 
relating to our maritime frontier, presents a subject 
of the deepest interest. 

A board of engineers was organized in 1816, and 
has continued in exisience ever since, to which was 
specially assigned the duty of preparing a general 
system of defence for the seaboard. It made per- 
sonal examinations of every harbor on the whole 
coast (excepting only a few in East Florida) accessi- 
ble to sea-going vessels. While the board was thus 
employed, settling the general principles of defence 
and selecting positions, its number was augmented by 
the addition of officers of the navy, generally two 
post captains. During a portion of this time the 
functions of the board were extended to embrace 
the selection of suitable sites for a great northern 
and southern naval depot. Reports of progress were 
made in 1817, 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824 and 
1825; and at two different times, namely, in 1826 and 
1836, a summary report was presented to the execu- 
tive, and sent to congress, describing the system 
briefly in its application to the several parts of the 
coast. 

The board has been comprised of officers of high 
rank in the corps of engineers, together with general 
Bernard, during the thirteen or fourteen years he was 
in this country. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of April 9, 1840, a report from the depart- 
ment was made on the twelfth day in the same year, 
transmitting one from a board of officers assembled 
for the purpose of considering the subject, which 
contains @ very full view of the system, in a brief 
compass, and geographically arranged. It exhibits 
the various works deemed necessary along the At- 
lantic coast, and along that of the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the order of their relative importance, in refe- 
rence to the time of their construction, with estimates 
of the expense of each, and of the aggregate cost. 
The same board also reported upon another plan of 
defence submitted by a distinguished military com- 
mander, and gave their reasons, at large, why it 
ought not to be substituted for that already mention- 
ed, which had been presented by joint commissions of 
naval and military officers. 


To the formation of that system, the greatest mili- 
tary talent and experience of the country have been 
devoted, and it would ill become one whose preten- 
sions to either are so limited, to attempt a compar!- 
son of it with any, or to sustain itby any views of his 
own. It may be remarked, however, that, so far as 
the judgment of congress can be gathered from its 
acts, and so far as an intelligent public opinion has 
been expressed, they both seem to be decidedly in 
favor of the system which has been so deliberately 
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considered, and so long matured; and it may now 
be regarded as the settled policy of the country. 

The elements of that system are, first, naval forces; 
second, fortifications; and third, interior communica- 

ions. ’ 

" As to the first, independent of all other considera- 
tions, it is supposed that floating bafteries of any de- 
scription that are to remain stationary at the exposed 

ints cannot be expected, because the aggregate ex- 
pense of providing and maintaining the large force 
that would be required for the numerous points on 
our coast, would be beyond our means. An inconsi- 
derable force at each point would be wholly inade- 

ate to meet that which might be brought against 
it; and the defence of a few, only, of the most impor- 
tant, would neither answer the expectations of the 
country, nor. fulfil the obligations of the government. 
A navy which would carry the war into every sea 
where the enemy’s commerce was to be found, would 
effectually keep him from our coast, by rendering 
his presence necessary elsewhere. For the defence 
of inlets and harbors, whose entrances are shallow, a 
class of steam vessels, of light draught, would doubtless 
form a necessary part of our defence, and where the 
jnlets are numerous, such vessels would be indispen- 
sable. But where a .arge number of enemy’s ships 
can find harbors of easy access, and sufficiently capa- 
cious to contain them, they cannot be successfully 
met by an inferior force; and as there is no probabi- 
lity of our competing with several European nations 
in the magnitude of their naval establishments,.the 
only resource left us is, in fortifying our harbors and 
roadsteads. 

The second element of defence coxsists, therefore, 
in permanent fortifications. While er are more 
effectual for defence, in certain positions, than floating 
forces, they are less expensive in construction, more 
durable, and requiring an outlay in repairs utterly in- 
significant, when compared with the expense of main- 
taining ships, and renewing them. 

They are deemed indispensable for the purposes of 
covering the military and naval depots, and all other 
public or private establishments which would invite 
the enterprise or the cupidity of a foe, and of exclud- 
ing him from strong positions, where his naval supe- 
riority might enable him to maintain himself, and 
from which he might make incursions into the inte- 
rior, or assail an extensive line of coast. 

The positions deemed necessary to be occupied by 
fortifications along the whole Atlantic coast, from 
Passamaquoddy bay to Cape Florida, and along the 
gulf, from that cape, to the mouth of the Sabine, 
were indicated in the report before mentioned, with 

‘he reasons for their selection, the extent and nature 

f the required works, and their expense. As the 
#xecution of all these works could not be simul- 
‘aneous, the order of succession was regulated b 

‘eference to the value of the object to be covered, 
.o the nation, or to an enemy; its exposure by isola- 
jon; its accessibility, depending on distance, time, 
r+ climate; the means, source, and time of obtain- 
ing succor, and, finally, the condition of existing de- 
fences. The order thus established has been adher- 
od to with a few exceptions, occasioned by different 
views on the partof congress. Great progress in 
‘he execution of the system has already been made, 
of which the details are given in the reports of the 
ordnance and engineer bureaus. Most of the works 
of primary importance, including the largest and most 
expensive, are nearly completed. About $14,000,000 
have been expended, and $9,000,000 more will finish 
all but those deemed of minor importance, and 
which may be postponed without risking serious con- 
sequences. 


More extended remarks upon the system of na- 
tional defence, but particularly on that part of it de- 
pending on fortifications, are rendered unnecessary 

y an able and comprehensive report on this subject, 
prepared by my immediate predecessor, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution of the senate of the 3d of March, 
1841, and which-will be transmitted to that body. 
Concurring, generally, in the views expressed in that 
report, no addition to their strength could be made 
by any observations of the undersigned. As the sys- 
tem cannot be abandoned, what has been commenc- 
ed should be completed; the works intended for 
the more remote southern portion of our territory, 
particularly require attention. Indications are al- 
ready made, of designs of the worst character 
against that region, in the event of hostilities froma 
certian quarter, to which we cannot be insensible. 
The estimates submitted, with the means on hand, 
for the completion of the works at Beaufort and at 
the mouth of the Cape Fear river, in North Caroli- 
na, at Charleston, Savannah, and St. Augustine, 
will furnish adequate defences to those places. In 
consequence of the delay that will necessarily at- 
tend the completion of Fort Calhoun, in Hampton 


by the chief engineer. 


at Willoughby point, in the event of hostile appear- 


ances}. an appropriation of $50,000, at this time, 
for that purpose, would be important, as its applica- 
tion would be suspended until required by circum- 


stances. On the gulf coast, Pensacola, Mobile bay, 
and most of the avenues to New Orleans, are forti- 
fied. In relation to the fortifications on both these 
sections of coast, it is believed to be our first duty, 
as it is certainly the strongest desire of this depart- 
ment, to place the existing works in a state of per- 
fect efficiency in the shortest possible time; and, to 
this end, such means have been asked, as, without 
making exorbitant demands upon the treasury, will 
allow the labor to be carried on vigorously. The 
winter season is known to be the most favorable to 
such operations in the latitudes where those works 
are situated, and it should be improved. Indeed, un- 
less appropriations are made before the month of 
February, no use can be made of them in those lati- 
tudes within a year from the time they are asked. 
To provide for the points still remaining unprotect- 
ed, in the event of hostilities being threatened before 
the system of fortifications is complete, a resort to 
steam-vessels of light draught will be necessary; 
and, in reference to some of them, where fortifica- 
tions would not avail, as already indicated, that 
species of defence will be indispensable. Five of 
these in the gulf of Mexico, and seven on the south- 
ern part of the Atlantic coast, are deemed necessary 
Their use, however, will be 
greatly aided by the existence of defended points 
near at hand, under which the vessels could rendez- 
vous, and which would, at the same time, protect 
the harbors for the service of our military and com- 
mercial marine. An appropriation of $50,000 for 
the commencement of a work, at or near the mouth 
of Cumberland sound, and a similar sum for a work 
at or near the outlet of St. Simon’s sound, these be- 
ing the best harbors on that part of the coast within 
the state of Georgia, would, in this point of view, 
be highly expedient. The security of Mobile bay 
would be greatly promoted by a work on Dauphin or 
Pelican island, and one at Pas au Heron, and these 
works would add greatly to the protection of the 
coast passage along the gulf. An appropriation of 
$60,000, for these, would be judicious. The appro- 
priations now suggested, are in addition to the géne- 
ral estimates from this department. 

Previous to the commencement of any of the 
works indicated, a preliminary survey of their posi- 
tions will be directed; and the propriety of such a 
direction being now given, is under consideration. 


A third element, of great importance in the consi- 
deration of the defences of the sea coast and of the 
northern and northwestern frontiers, consists in the 
facility and rapidity of interior communications. 
They are strictly means of defence, and incapable 
of being perverted to any purpose of conquest; a 
feature which commends them to every friend of our 
institutions. The facility afforded by the ocean to 
movements for the purposes of attack, is met by a 
facility of movement on land, furnished by the tri-| 
umphs of genius and art in the application of steam- 
power to land carriage, and in the construction of 
lengthened lines of canals. The speed with which 
troops can be moved, obviates the necessity of em- 
bodying large masses of them at any point; and the 
amount of force required for the defence of any 
given post would, consequently, be diminished in 


or those which are usually employed on the Euro- 
pean continent. 

The facilities afforded by canals and rail roads to 
collect, with any desirable expedition, the supplies 
of an army from a country abounding with them, 
and to transport them to the proper points, will ren- 
der large depots unnecessary. An object of attack 
to an enemy, is thus removed, and the consequences 
of the capture of large collections of munitions of 
war, or of subsistence, by a hostile force, thus ena- 
bled to maintain itself, are obviated. 


The expense of military operations will be reduc- 
ed beyond any present means of exact calculation, 
by the same facilities. During the last war with 
reat Britain, the cost of transportation from New 
York to Plattsburg, Sackett’s Harbor, and Buffalo, 
was from five to twelve dollars per hundred. The 
present cost to Plattsburg is thirty cents, and to the 
other points named, sixty cents per hundred. A 
twelve pounder, which, at the cheapest rate, could 
not have been carried to Buffalo for less than two 
hundred dollars, may now be transported to the same 
point, in one-fifth or one-eighth of the time, for 
twenty-four dollars. In every point of view in which 
these works can be considered, their cost is so much 
actually added to the defensive means of the nation, 
without any expense to the general government other 
than the subscriptions it has authorised to a few of 
them; and it may be affirmed, without exaggeration, 
that the aggregate of saving, in any future war in. 
which we may be engaged, in the comparative small 
amount of military force that will be necessary for 
defence, and in the cheapness of transportation af- 
forded by rail roads and canals now in existence, 
will be equal to the cost of their construction. If, 
then, the making of these works has been premature 
or improvident, in reference to the meansof the 
states that undertook them, and has involved them 
in pecuniary embarrassments, the national govern- 
ment should not complain of an enterprise that has 
placed these incalculable advantages in its hands; 
and, if it cannot relieve, will at least sympathise in 
the misfortunes which have resulted from such efforts. 
The report from the ordnance office exhihits the 
measures which have been taken for the armament of 
fortifications, and the forts which have been wholly 
or partially armed. This object will be steadily and 
vigorously pursued, to the extent of the means pro- 
vided by congress. The estimate for that purpose 
is the amount originally contemplated as being ne- 
cessary to the completion of the armaments as ra- 
idly as the nature of the service would permit. It 
is to be hoped that in view of the great importance of 
the object, no reduction of the estimate will be made. 
The attention of congress has, for the last ten 
years, been repeatedly invoked to the necessity of a 
foundry for cannon, belonging to, and under the 
charge of the government; but, from an apprehen- 
sion of the great expense which it was supposed 
would be incurred by such an establishment, or from 
a doubt of its necessity, nothing has as yet been done 
towards its accomplishment. Believing that a plan 
might be devised on a much more limited scale of ex- 
pense, which would attain the principal objects in 
view, the ordnance bureau was directed to consider 
and mature such a plan, and estimate the cost of its 
execution. The accompanying report, (No. 12), from 
that bureau presents such a plan, explains the im- 





proportion to the reduction in the time necessary to 
concentrate it. The whole force along the whole 
line may be rendered available for the defence of any 
point in that line; while, without such means of com- 
munication, a separate army would be required at 
each city, harbor, or military post, that was to be 
defended. This may be illustrated by facts within 
the knowledge of all. Troops may now be brought 


teen hours, in a condition requiring little or no repose 
to fit them for immediate action. And the whole 
physical force of the populous country between those 


two points may be concentrated at any intermediate | 


place in a few hours. Were Philadelphia assailed 
or threatened, a movement of military force from 
Pittsburg, which but a short time since would have 
occupied from twenty to twenty-five days could now 
be accomplished in five. Similar illustrations are 
furnished by various rail roads and canals in difie- 
rent parts of the country. And as the great secret 
of success in war is supposed to be the ability to 
oppose the many to the few, it is evident that, in 
| any defensive operations, we shall be able to com- 

te with and to conquer any probable force that an 
invading enemy could bring against that portion of 
our territory which is intersected by these interior 
communications. Another consequence of no little 
moment flows from the same cause: the power to 
defend ourselves with armies of very diminished 
numerical force, compared with those which have 





Roads, the effectual defence of that position would 
require that a strong field work should be thrown up 


heretofore been necessary in our national conflicts, 


from New York to the city of Washington in eigh-| 


portant use which the public service would derive 
from its adoption, and furnishes estimates of the ex- 
pense of its execution. Some additional views in its 
f.vor are presented in the accompanying letter of the 
| chief engineer. [ cannot hesitate earnestly to recom- 
/mend its execution. It is known that there are some 
| hundreds of different kinds of iron produced from 
/our mines, of various qualities, and adapted to dif- 
ferent uses. While one species may be valuable for 
many purposes, it is utterly unfit for others. It is 
, Supposed, also, that its value may depend much on 
the kind of fuel used in its fabrication. Itis not to be 
expected that the experiments necessary to determine 
these and various other matters connected with the 
manufacture of cannon of the best quality can be 
made at private expense. Nor, if they were, could 
such entire reliance be placed on their results as if 
they had been conducted by disinterested public of- 
ficers. Besides, the government is almost exclusive- 
ly the purchaser of the article, and has the deepest 
interest in its quality. It is, therefore, peculiarly its 
interest as well as duty to assist, by all proper means, 
the manufacture, in the cheapest manner, of the best 
material. The experience already obtained of the 
great improvement in our small arms, effected by the 
operations of the national armories, affords the best 
guarantee that similar results will attend the employ- 
ment of similar means in the construction of cannon. 
As it is not proposed to take the business into the 
hands of the government exclusively, but to con- 
tinue the purchase of cannon from private establish- 
ments, the expense of executing the plan will be 
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comparatively unimportant. The foundry may be 


connected with one of our arsenals, so as to be under. 


the charge of officers already in the public service, 
by which the cost of its construction and supervi- 
sion may be essentially diminished. Admonished, as 
we are, by the efforts of other nations to improve the 
weapons of destruction, it would seem that no time 
should be lost in the necessary incipient measures— 
to select and purchase a site for a foundry, on the 
limited scale suggested, but capable of expansion 
according to future exigencies; and it is therefore 
hopes that the sum estimated for that purpose will 
a 

In the report from this department submitted to 


congress with the president’s message at the last ses- cers, alluded to in the same report, is unquestionably 


sion, the objections to the civil superintendency of 
the national armories were fully stated, and the pro- 
priety of dispensing with such agencies, was forcibly | 
urged. A board of very competent citizens was ap- 
pointed, on the 19th of August last, to examine the | 
armory at Springfield, and their very able report, 
fully justifies the objections that had been thus made. 
It shows, what might indeed have been expected, 
that the immediate and direct responsibility secured 
by the employment of the 8 officers having 
charge of every other branch of the military service, 
was wanting in this, aud that it could not be attained 
so long as a person was employed as superintendent 
who did not feel his obligations to his superior of- 
ficers. System and regularity in the hours of labor, 
are as essential in this as in any other workshop.— 
The 9th section of the act of February 8, 1815, and 
which section is still in force, places the different 
public armories under the direction of the ordnance 
department, in order “to ensure system and unifor- 
mity in their operations.”» There were officers of 
that department who could be spared from other 
service to take charge of the armories, and they 
were detailed for that purpose by the head of this 
department who immediately preceded the present 
incumbent. Believing this arrangement in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the law, and finding its pro- 
priety confirmed by the evidence afforded by the 
report already mentioned, it has been adhered to. 
The office ofsuperintendent, therefore, has been left 
yacant from a consideration of its being not only un- 
necessary, but positively injurious to the public in- 
terest; and because the duties of the place could be 
better discharged by officers already in the pay of 
the government. The abolition of the office is re- 
spectfully recommended. 

Attention is respectfully invited to the suggestion 
in the report of the ordnance office, respecting a mo- 
dification of the act of 1808, in relation to the distri- 
bution of small arms to the several states. Great 
inequalities exist, and great injustice is done to many 
of the states in the present mode. The recommenda- 
tions in the report relating to an increase of force in 
the office, and the regulation of the pay of the clerks, 
will doubtless receive the consideration to which 
they are entitled. 

The proceedings of the ordnance board in revis- 
ing and amending the armament of the troops, are 
stated in the report. The advantage already derived 
from the information acquired by the officers who 
were sent to Europe has evinced the wisdom of that 
measure. 

The danger to the populous places in the vicinity 
of the stores of gunpowder belonging to the govern- 
ment, and the hazard to which those stores are ex- 
posed by such contiguity, suggested the propriety of 
an inquiry whether a depot for the reserved powder, 
not wanted for ordinary uses, might not be established 
in some spot where it would be as secure as human 
art could render it, and where in case of explosion, 
the least possible injury would be produced. A board 
of officers was accordingly appointed to make such 
inquiry; whose report is herewith submitted, (No. 13) 
and the adoption of the measures suggested by them 
is respectfully recommended. 


The quartermaster general’s report exhibits the 
very extensive operations of that department during 
the past year, and the efficiency and energy with 
which they have been prosecuted. They embrace so 
much of detail as to preclude an enumeration of them 
in this paper. The various recommendations which 
are made by the distinguished officer at the head of 
that department, will doubtless receive all the consi- 
deration which is due to the suggestions of great ex- 
perience and high military talent. Among those which 
appear tothe undersigned as most deserving immedi- 
ate attention are the following: 

The recommendations of a military road within our 
acknowledged limits, to supply subsistence and other 
stores to Forts Kent and Fairfield, in the state of 
Maine. Circumstances of a peculiar character seem 
to demand that no time should be lost in the com- 
mencement of this work. 

The establishment of a strong fort at Fort Brady, 


1 | whether that time has arrived, will be for the wisdom 
ropriated at the coming session of congress. | of congress to decide. 


' mapiggiion with Lake Superior, seems also indispen- 
sable. 

And a post on the Missouri frontier, south of Fort 
| Leavenworth, is necessary, in connection with the 
plan of defence for that portion of our territory. 

The propriety of commencing the erection of per- 
manent works in the keys or on the peninsula of Flo- 
rida, is strongly presented. 

Of the utility of opening and improving some, if 
not all, the interior communications mentioned in the 
report, at some time, there probaby can be little doubt; 





The delay in the settlement of the accounts of offi- 


a great and growing evil. A report from the second 
auditor has te made, pursuant to a call from this 
department, by which it appears that there are 1,173 
accounts remaining in his office unsettled; of which 
ten were presente we to 1839, four in that year, 
sixteen_in 1840, and 1,143 in 1841. A similar re 
port frém the third auditor shows that there are 
1,814 accounts in his office unsettled; of which 257 
were presented prior to 1839, 373 in that year, 436 
in 1840, 738 in 1841. Whatever may be the cause 
of this delay, (which is believed not to be in any 
want of efficiency in the auditors or their clerks, but 
rather in the increased amount of business, and the 
more frequent calls for information), its existence is 
most injurious to the government, and often ruinous 
to the individuals concerned. If the remedy is to 
be found in an increase of force in those offices, there 
can be no doubt of the necessity of its prompt appli- 
cation. 

The change in the mode of accounting for property 
in the hands of officers, suggested in the same report, 
is earnestly recommended, as equally necessary to the 
protection of the government and the security of its 
agents. Such a change will do much to diminish the 
labors of the auditors’ offices. 

The claims for the subsistence of the troops called 
into service in Florida, in 1839, by the governor of 
that territory, seem to bejust. There isa difficulty, 
however, ia directing their payment by this depart- 
ment, in consequence of the only appropriation on 
the subject—that made by the act of September 9, 
1841—being, by its reference to the act of 1836, limit- 
ed tosuch militia as were called into service under the 
authority of the war department. Although such au- 
thority was given for a larger number than was actu- 
ally raised, yet the troops in question seem not to have 
been called into service under it, but under an act 
of the territorial legislature, and were not mustered 
into the service of the United States. The case re- 
quires the interposition of congress, as well to defray 
the charges for subsistence, as to provide for the pay 
of the troops; and it is hoped that no objections of a| 
merely technical character will prevent full justice | 





ee 
undertaking them, or of an instability of purpose 
which refuses to prosecute works of unquestioned 
usefulness. If any of them are of such a character 
that they ought not to be completed, they should be 
discontinued directly and unequivocally; and those 
which are worthy the ag niger of a liberal and pa- 
ternal government, should vigorously prosecuted 
and finished. 

The conditian of the military acalemy at West 
Point is exhibited in the report of the chief engineer 
and in that of the board of visiters, selected from the 
different portions of the United States, to scrutinise 
all its affairs. There is great reason to congratu- 
late the country upon the success which has attended 
the persevering efforts of congress to furnish the 
means of military ifstruction to our youth, and of 
preserving and improving that science upon which 
our safety in war must at all times depend. In an 
age remarkable for the extent to which human inven- 
tions, in all departments, have been carried, and in 
which the art of war has undergone essential modi- 
fications, from the introduction of new agents and the 
improvement of those previously existing, it would 
indeed be a reproach to the intelligence of our coun- 
try, and a reflection upon the tendencies of our free 
institutions, if we refused or neglected to avail our- 
selves of the only means by which we ean give to 
the bravery of our citizens the aid of that science 
which is alone necessary to render them equal to the 
skilful cohorts that may be sent to our shores by a 
European nation. The time has long since passed, 
if it ever existed, when mere valor could compete 
with discipline and science. If education be ne- 
cessary to prepare for any profession, surely that 
of arms cannot be an exception. As it is, in its nature, 
one that cannot derive any support from private in- 
terests or individual employment, but is wholly pub- 
lic in its uses, the provision for acquiring it must be 
made by the government, or it will not be made at 
all, or not in a manner and to an extent adequate to 
the exigency. 

By imparting the highest degree of military science 
to the young men who are annually sent forth from 
the academy, the country gains not only a large num- 
berof accomplished individuals, but the information 
which they possess becomes diffused among the body 
of our fellow citizens, and furnishes aliment for 
the improvement of the militia. Indeed, that sure, 
ultimate resource, in any conflict in which we may be 
engaged, will be indebted for its advancement more to 
the establishment of an institution in which the mili- 
tary knowledge of the world is collected, preserved, 
and taught, than to any one other cause. The spirit 
which would denounce such a reservoir of science 
and seminary of instruction, would proscribe the 
books, the maps, charts, mathematical instruments, 
and all other means and appliances by which the 
greatest amount of efficiency is given to physical force 


being done to the militia who obeyed the call of the} and intellectual strength. 


governor. 


The improvements recommended by the board of 


The strong appeal made by the quartermaster gene-| visiters, which are within the competency of this 


ral to the justice of the country to redeem the pledge | department, will receive the careful consideration 


given by him to the Creeks, as a consideration for | 
their removal to the west, and of their raising a regi- | 
ment of warriors who served faithfully in Florida, 
cannot be resisted consistently with any regard for 
those principles which it is the object of our institu-> 
tions to maintain. Infidelity to our engagements, and | 
a refusal to enumerate faithful service, will not in- 
crease either the confidence or respect of the Indians 
who have relied on our honor. It is to he hoped that 
the subject will be examined, and full justice rendered 
by the competent authority. 

The progress which has been made in the con- 
struction and improvement of the fortifications at the 
different harbors on the sea coast will be seen from 
the report of the chief engineer. The means for 
these purposes having been appropriated at the ex- 
tra session of congress, but little time has been given 
for their employment. Still, it will be seen that the 
works have been vigorously prosecuted, and that pro- 
bably more than was contemplated has been accom- 
plished. 

It will be seen that some of the most important 
works for the defence of the harbor of New York 
cannot be continued, for want of the appropriations 
that were recommended at the late session. It is of 
the utmost consequence, to the protection of that city, 
that prompt and decisive action should be had upon 
the subject. 

The same report shows what has been done toward 
the completion of the various improvements, and the 
continuation of roads heretofore undertaken by the 
government, and in charge of the engineer depart- 
ment. The want of appropriations has arrested these 
works and exposed some of them to the inevitable 
injuries consequent upon their being left in an unfi- 
nished state. Every consideration of pepiey and 
justice seems to require that these should no longer 





with commodious barracks, commanding the com- 





remain, either as memorials of any improvidence in 


to which the high source from which they emanate 
entitles them. Those which depend on the action of 
congress, it is hoped, will meet the favor of that body. 

The suggestion that provision be made for an addi- 
tional instructer, who may relieve the chaplain from 
some of his present duties, that he may devote more 
time to the moral instruction of the pupils, will com- 
mend itself to every mind that reflects on the dangers 
to which they are exposed in consequence of their be- 
ing “separated from the wholesome restraints of 
friends and kindred, and deprived of parental guid- 
ance.” 

The remarks of the visiters on the indispensable 
necessity of new and enlarged barracks, as well for 
the health as the intellectual improvemeut of the 
cadets, present the subject so strongly as not to ad- 
mit of any further observations in their support, 
except the expression of the decided concurrence of 
this debestment in a recommendation that has alrea- 
dy been strenuously urged upon the attention of con- 
gress. 


The course of instruction at West Point is, how- 
ever imperfect in one essential particular—the means 
of acquiring practical knowledge of the duties of 
sappers, miners and pontoniers. Although it is not 
provable that, in any war in which this country may 
be engaged, we shall have occasion to attack many 
other fortifications than such as may be captured 
from us by an enemy; yet, while the knowledge re- 
ferred to would be indispensable even for such a pur- 
pose, the defence of such places equally requires 
that we should understand the means by which they 
would be assailed, that we may be prepared to coun- 
teract them. But in any warfare which should be 
carried on upon our territory, the most effectual 
means of crossing streams by the construction of 
bridges, or otherwise, with the greatest expedition, of 
embarrassing an enemy in his march or retreat, and 
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of protecting our own forces, would be elements of 
the greatest importance, and Jike all other operations 
of human agency, they are to be improved and per- 
fected only by the combination of science with prac- 
tical experience. It is earnestly hoped that these 
considerations, with those so powerfully stated in the 
report of the chief engineer, and those so repeatedly 
urged by my predecessors, will induce congress to 
make the necessary appropriation for the establish- 
ment, at West Point, of a corps of sappers, miners, 
and pontoniers. 

e report of the officer having charge of the bu- 
reau of topographical engineers, affords us the most 








camp and garrison equipage on hand and purchased 
during the year, the quantity issued and the balance 
onhand. There is also a statement of the compara- 
tive cost of the different articles of clothing, &c. for 
the last three years, from which it appears there has 
been a reduction in the cost of nearly all of them 
during the last year. 

Deeming the establishment of a clothing bureau at 
the city of Washington, in conflict with the provision 
of the act of May, 1826, by which the quartermaster’s 
department is charged with the duty of receiving from 
the purchasing department, and distributing to the 
army, all clothing and camp and garrison equipage, 


satisfactory evidence of the great ability and useful- | it has been discontinued, and its business will here- 
ness ofthat corps. Having been very recently orga- | after be conducted under the supervision of the quar- 
nized, and not being furnished with means for any termaster general. By this arrangement a more ef- 
extensive operations until within the past year, its fectual accountability is secured. 

capacity and utility, are now, for the first time, fully | From the report of the commissioner of pensions, 
dereloys? The surveys of the mouth of the Suwa-|it willbe seen that during the last year, the number 
nee, of the boundary line between us and Texas, from | of pensioners on the rolls has diminished more than 
the mouth of the Sabine to Red river, and of the Des one third, the greatest proportion having occurred 
Moines and Iowa rivers, have been completed, while | among the invalids, the revolutionary pensioners un- 
the most difficult part of the boundary between | der the act of 1818, and the widows of certain per- 
Michigan and Wisconsin has been finished. The sur- | sons who served in the war of the revolution, under 
veys of the lakes, and that of the northeastern boun- the act of 1838. The whole number of all descrip- 
dary, are in progress. The measures preparatory to tions, on the rolls at the date of the last annual re- 
active operations for the removal of the Redriver raft port, was forty-four thousand three hundred and 
are detailed in the report, and that important work ninety-four. The whole number at present is twen- 
will be prosecuted with vigor. | ty-six thousand five hundred and thirty-one, of whom 





It will be perceived that the works for the im-' two thousand six hundred and five are invalids; three | 


provement of harbors already authorised have been thousand nine hundred and fifty-eight receive pen- 
arranged into two classes: first, those of great impor- sions under the act of 1818; four hundred and thirty- 
tance and immediate necessity; and second, those of six under the act of 1828; sixteen thousand six hun- 


perhaps equal importance, but in respect to which dred and eighty-two under the act of 1832; two thou- | 


there are no peculiar circumstances so urgent for sand three hundred and three under the act of 1836; 
speedy action as in the firstclass. The plan of pro- and five hundred and forty-seven widows under the 
ceeding gradually, with a due regard to economy and __ act of 1838. 


By a joint re8olution of congress, approved Febru- 
ary 13, 1839, the secretary of war was authorised to 
contract for the purchase of the island at the conflu- 
ence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi rivers; and to 
report his proceedings to congress, subject to their 
approval or rejection. On the 12th March, 1839, the 
contract was made, and the sum of $12,000 agreed to 
be paid. As the property is deemed necessary for 
military purposes, being adjacent to Fort Snelling, 
an estimate for an appropriation for its purchase has 
been submitted, in a form which will relieve the sub- 
ject of all difficulty respecting the title to the land, 

y leaving it to the proper department to ascertain 
the persons entitled to the purchase money. A com- 
munication of my immediate predecessor to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, on the 2d 
September, 1841, will furnish all the information on 
the subject in the possession of this department. 

Pursuant to the appropriation in the act of Septem- 
ber 9, 1841, for defraying the expenses of selecting a 
suitable site on the western waters for the establish- 
ment of a national armory, a board of officers, con- 
sisting of Brevet Brigadicr General Armistead, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Long, of the topographical engineers, 
and Surgeon General Lawson, has been appointed to 
make the necessary examinations. They are now 
engaged in that duty, and their report on the subject 
will be laid before you, as soon as it shall be received. 

The report of the commissioner of Indian affairs 
presents much valuable information concerning the 
very important matters in charge of that bureau.— 
The absence of the commissioner in the negotiation 
of a treaty, when the undersigned was called to the 
department of war and for some time afterward, toge- 
ther with the very short time allowed for the exami- 
nation and sicgliidesation of the various and compli- 
cated relations with the Indian tribes, will account 








the condition of the treasury, and with reference to! The vexatious operation of the act of 1838, which | 
the just and equal claims of the different portions of requires pensions, unclaimed for eight months, to be 
the country, will it is believed, be more likely to ac- | returned to the treasury, has heretofore been pre-| 
complish a greater amount of the desired improve- | sented to the consideration of congress, and I cannot | 
ment than any other mode. | but concur in the recommendation for its repeal. 
The total] estimates for the works of the first class| I cannot refrain from calling attention to the case | 


for the omission, in this report, of views and opinions 


| which might be otherwise expected. Believing it to 


be a branch of the public service requiring peculiar 
attention and mature deliberation, it will not cease to 
engage the most strenuous efforts to improve its ad- 
ministration, and promote the interests of the help- 


is $575,000, while the very moderate sum of $30,000 of the wounded Cherokee Indians, to whom the faith | less people who are the objects of its care; and, if 
is asked to preserve those of the second class from de- of the nation was pledged by the 14th article of the | occasion should require any suggestions for those pur- 
cay. It should not be inferred that any intention ex- treaty with the Cherokees, of the 29th December, | poses, they will hereafter be the subject of a special 
ists of abandoning many most valuable and important 1835, to provide pensions to such as were engaged on | report. ; 

works, for which no specific estimates are submitted. the side of the United States, in the late war with| The amendments made by the president and senate 
On the contrary, the very recommendation to pre- Great Britain and the southern tribes of Indians, and | to the treaty with the Miami tribe, were assented to 
serve them proceeds from a desire for their comple- who were wounded in such service. The few who by them in the month of June last; thus extinguishing 
tion at the proper time, and in due course, in refer- remain have applied in vain to the pension office for the Indian title to lands throughout the whole state 


ence to the principles before stated. the promised remuneration; but it is to be hoped that 

The works for which specific estimates are submit- | justice, although tardy, will now be rendered to them. 
ted are upon the Atlantic and lake coasts, of which | ~ From the report of the Jate first clerk of the boun- 
by far the largest amount is for the former. ity land office, it appears that about twenty claims 

While justice is thus done to the maritime frontier, ‘for warrants, for revolutionary services, have been 
in the improvement of its harbors and in the provi- ; filed and duly established since the Ist day of Janua- 
sions for its military and naval defences, the exceed- ry, 1840, on which day the last law for extending the 
ingly important and rapidly increasing commerce of ; time for issuing warrants of that class expired; and 
the lakes is fairly entitled to consideration and assis- : that one hundred and fourteen claims for warrants on 
tance, by rendering accessible the harbors universal- | account of services rendered in the late war with 
ly obstructed by natural impediments, and by afford- | Great Britain, have been deposited and established, 
ing light houses for a hazardous navigation. At the | although the act authorising such warrants expired on 
present time, this commerce, based on the produc- | the 26th day of May, 1839. By the report from the 
tions of seven states and one territory, must annually same officer, for the year ending 30th September, 
exceed $25,000,000; and as it expands and increases 1839, it appears that thirteen claims of a similar cha- 
it will give additional value to the public domain, | racter were presented and substantiated in that year, 
which will soon add its tributary streams to the great | after the expiration of the act; and by a like report, 


tide of internal trade that flows froma Lake Superior 
to the Atlantic. 

Having now two corps of officers, composed of gen- 
tlemen of the highest scientific acquirements, com- 
bined with much experience, there can no longer be 
any reasons for making appropriations to improve 
harbors or rivers, in the absence of full and accurate 
information from those equally competent and disin- 
terested. [ concur, therefore, entirely in the remark 
made by a predecessor in 1839, that the whole system 
may be brought into deserved disrepute, unless ex- 
aminations are directed, and reports had, previous to 
any appropriations for such purposes. 

The report of the paymaster general and the act- 
ing surgeon general, show the operations of those de- 
partments and the activity that prevails in them. 

The reports of the commissary general of subsis- 
tence exhibits severa] gratifying results. The ex- 
pense for subsistence will be considerably diminished 
the ensuing year. There has been great promptness 
in the rendering of their accounts by the disbursing 
officers, and in the settlement of those of the army 
and special contractors; and not a cent has been lost 
during the year through the regular disbursing offi- 
cers of the department, or its temporary agents. 

The report of the commissary of purchases con- 
tains the usual statements of the quantity of materials 
of clothing on hand and procured during the year, the 
quantity made up, and the balance remaining; the 

uantity of each of the different articles made up at 
the clothing establishment and issued, and the quan- 
tity on hand; and the quantity of clothing, and of 





for the year 1840, it appears that seventy-six claims 
were exhibited and established during that year, un- 
der the same expired act; making the total number 
‘thus established, up to the 15th November last, two 
hundred and three. The authority for issuing these 
warrants having expired, it is difficult to perceive on 
what ground the claims have been received and in- 
vestigated, or the legal validity of any proofs that 
may have been taken since that authority ceased. 

he same remark applies to the claims for services 
rendered in the war of the revolution. The attention 
of congress having been repeatedly called to the fact, 
that the laws on the subject of both these descrip- 
tions of claims had become obsolete, and no act re- 
viving them having been passed, the utility of main- 
taining a distinct bureau for their examination was 
not perceived; and whatever business remains to be 
done, has been placed under the supervision of the 
commissioner of pensions, with his assent. 

It would be a dereliction of duty to omit calling 
the attention of congress to a‘$ubject to which it has 
been so often invited by a predecessor in this depart- 
ment, namely, the insecurity and inconvenience of 
the buildings in which, for want of room in the war 
office, the offices of the pa general, of the 
ordnance bureau, of the chief military engineer, of 
the topographical engineers, and the commissioner of 
pensions are kept. Models, surveys, maps, reports, 
and various documents of incalculable value, belong- 
ing to those bureaus, are imminently exposed. Some 
immediate provision for a suitable building seems in- 
dispensable. : 











'of Indiana. An arrangement has also been made 
with the Saganaw Indians, by which certain omis- 
sions in the treaty of 1837 have been supplied, and 
the cession of their lands intended to be embraced in 
it, has been completed. 

Since the adjournment of congress, a treaty has 
been concluded with some of the bands of the Sioux, 
for lands not included in any previous negotiation, 
and another has been made with the half-breeds of 
the Sioux, for a session of the lands set apart to them 
by the 9th article of the treaty held at Prairie du 
Chien, on the 15th of July, 1838. 

A treaty is now negotiating with the Wyandots for 
their lands in the state of Ohio, which, it is believed, 
will soon be brought to a conclusion. The attempt 
to negotiate with the Sacs and Foxes has utterly 
failed. As the causes of this failure are believed to 
be temporary, or such as may be removed by arrange- 
ments with other tribes, a renewed effort will be 
made when a propitious occasion shall offer. 

It is a source of regret that the information respect- 
ing the state of the Indian schools is so scanty and 
imperfect. Few subjects commend themselves more 
strongly to all our sympathies as men and Christians, 
than the education and civilization of the Indian 
tribes; and so far as depends on this department, the 
obligations resulting from the provisions made in va- 
rious treaties for that purpose, and from the appro- 
priations by congress, shall be faithfully discharged. 

The recommendation of the commissioner to revive 
the investigation into the claims arising under the 
14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 
and that proposing that authority should be given for 
the sale of lands at once, upon their being ceded, on 
which buildings have been erected, or improvements 
have been made by the United States, are respect- 
fully commended to the consideration of congress. 

The condition of the accounts of the disbursing 
agents demands prompt attention. There appear to 
be large balances against some of those agents, who 
are supposed to be entitled to credits of equal amounts 
for expenditures, but which credits cannot be allow- 
ed undér existing Jaws in consequence of the sums 
thus expended being taken from other funds. Some 
law like that suggested by the commissioner, autho- 
rising transfers of appropriations, seems indispensa- 
ble; and the interest of government as well as of the 
agents, requires that it should be passed as speedily 
as possible. 
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- Measures have been taken to execute the act of 
1834, in relation to intrusions on Indian lands, for the 


purpose of preventing the sale of liquor and unlicens-| 


ed trading, which it is hoped may prove successful. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN C. SPENCER. 
To THE PRESIDENT. 
NY EPL PLE TS AATEC 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 











SENATE. 

Decemser 9. Mr. Woodbridge, of Michigan, ap- 
peared in his seat. 

On motion the 34th rule of the senate was so far 
suspended as to admit the chair to appoint the stand- 
ing committees. 

The senate then adjourned to Monday, 12 o’clock. 

Decemser 13. Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, appear- 
ed in his place to-day. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, covering a report from the secretary of 
war, made in compliance with a resolution of the se- 
nate of the 3d of March last, showing the compara- 
tive condition of the public defences. Laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The president of the senate laid before that body 
a report from the secretary of state, made according 
to law, showing the incidental and contingent expen- 
ses of that deparment ending on the 30th September, | 
1841. Also, from the secretary of the navy, exhibit- 
ing the contingent expenses of the secretary of the 
navy and navy commissioners’ offices; which were 
severally laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Mangum gave notice that on to-morrow he 
would introduce a resolution in relation to the ap-| 
pointment of a committee to investigate or regulate 
the public printing. * 

A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, stating that it had passed a resolution ap- 

ointing on its part a committee of three members to 
jirect the expenditure of all moneys appropriated 
for the purchase of books for the library of congress. 

Mr. Clayton moved that the resolution be concurred 
in; which motion was adopted. 

Mr. C. expressed at the same time a desire that 
he might not be appointed on the committee on the 
part of the senate, as he desired to be relieved from 
the duties. He would move that the chair appoint 
the committee; which motion was concurred in. 

On motion, the senate proceeded to the election of , 
chaplain. Whole number of votes given, thirty-four; 
of which number the Rev. Mr. Tuston received 28; | 
the Rev. Mr. Gurley 3; the Rev. Mr. Clarke 2; and 
Rey. Mr. Bulfinch 1. The senate then adjourned. 


Decemser 14. The president of the senate laid 
before the body a report from the secretary of the! 





On pensions—Mr. Bates, chairman, Pierce, Allen, 


Graham, Sevier. 7 
On the District of Columbia—Mr. Bayard, chairman, 
Clayton, King, Kerr, Rives. 


and the patent 9 Mr. Prentiss, chair- 

man, Porter, Henderson, Mouton, Sturgeon. 

On the public buildings—Mr. Kerr, chairman, Ful- 
ton, Evans. 

On engrossed bills—Mr. McRoberts, chairman, Mil- 
ler, Sturgeon. 

On enrolled bills—Mr. Porter and Mr. Williams, — 

On library—Messrs. Preston, Tappan and Choate. 

On the contingent expenses of the senate—Mr. White, 
chairman, Tappan, Evans. 


Memorials and petitions were then presented and 
referred. 

The following bills were introduced on leave, read 
a first and second time, and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Prentiss: a bill to establish a board of com- 
missioners to hear and examine claims against the 
United States. 

By Mr. King: a bill to establish an additional land 
district in the state of Alabama. 

By Mr. Williams: a bill to provide for settlement 
with the state of Maine for her claims for the ser- 
vices of her militia. 

By Mr. Pierce: a bill to provide for the payment 
of the invalid pensions of certain Cherokee warriors, 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1835. 

By Mr. Fulton: a bill allowing drawback upon fo- 
reign merchandise exported in the original packages 
to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico. 

By Mr. Berrien: a bill to provide for the payment 
of the claims of the state of Georgia, for the services 





of her militia, called out in cases of emergency to 
suppress Indian hostilities. 

By Mr. Woodbury: a bill for increasing the pay of 
certain officers of the revenue cutter service when 
serving in the navy of the United States. 


Mr. Mangum said, in accordance with the notice 
he gave yesterday, he would now present the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That a standing committee of the senate be 
appointed, to whom shall be referred every questiun on 
printing of documents, reports or other matter. transmit- 
ted by either of the executive departments, and all memo- 
rials, petitions, accompanying documents, together with 
all other matter, the printing of which shall be moved, ex- 
cept bills originating in congress, resolutions offered by 
any senator, and motions to print, by order of the stand- 
ing committees of the senate, of reports, documents or 
other matters pertaining to the subjects referred to such 
committees by the senate; and it shall be the duty of 
such committee on printing to report in every case, in 
one day, or sooner, if practicable. 

Mr. Mangum said that he supposed the resolution 
would lie upon the table one day. He had made 
some alteration in the resolution, which made an ex- 
ception in favor of all the regular business, reports 


The following members also appeared: Messrs. ©, 
J. Ingersoll, Elisha H. Allen, David Bronson and 
John Thompson Mason. 

Mr. Fillmore rose and submitted resolutions pro- 
viding for the distribution of the message to the pro- 
per committzes, upon which some debating ensued 
which led to no material issue. He urged the im- 
portance to the epyaner of knowing what select com- 
mittees were to be-raised. 

Mr. Gilmer said that every member knew what re- 
gular standing committees must be raised. On that 
point, therefore, there was no difficulty. He desired 
that the speaker should first announce the standing 
committees, and the house could then better judge of 
the propriety; of appointing special committees with 
a view to particular subjects. 

A message was received from the senate by A. 
Dickens, esq. secretary, stating that that body had 
va a resolution providing “that two, chaplains, of 

ifferent denominations, be elected to congress dur- 
ing the present session, one by each house, to inter- 
change weekly,” and asking the concurrence of the 
house therein. 

A message in writing was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of Robert 
Tyler, esq. his secretary. 

Mr. Clifford rose and addressed the chair, when 
the speaker reminded him that debate on the resolu- 
tions of the gentleman from N. York (Mr. Fillmore) 
was not in order, they not having been received. 

Mr. Lawrence, of Pennsylvania, then rose and ad- 
dressed the house as follows: 

“Mr. Speaker: I rise to perform the melancholy 
duty of announcing to the house the death of a re- 
spected colleague, the hon. Henry Brack, late a 
member of this house from the state of Pennsylvania. 

He died onthe 28th of November, of apoplexy, at 
his residence in Somerset county. 

Buta few months have point away since my col- 
league from Adams was called upon to announce the 
death of the predecessor of Judge Black, the hon. 
Charles Ogle. Tosupply the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of Mr. Ogle, Judge Black was elected by a 
very large majority of the people of the district. He 








‘ook his seat in this house during the late extra ses- 
sion at an advanced stage of the session, but still in 
time to participate in most of the important measures 
passed upon by congress during that period; and al- 
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though the time allowed to him here was too short 
to form a general acquaintance with all the members, 
still all who knew him must have been favorably im- 
pressed with his deportment. He was mild and ami- 
able in his temper, modest and unassuming in his 
character and intercourse, unyielding in his integri- 
ty, with principles firmly established, yet with a mind 
always open to reason. Honored in early life with 
the confidence of the people of his district, he was 
chosen as a member of the legislature of his native 
Subsequently he 


: . . . ‘ ; . -_ | state, where he served with honor. 
treasury, made in compliance with the act of 2d| of bills, resolutions of the standing committees, peti- | °°, Wi er’ 
March 4831, in relation to certain insolvent debtors tions, &c. The design of this resolution was to ab was appointed a judge of the vagarc hae ee he th, a 
of the United States. mit to the committee, to be appointed, such matters | vdeligh bee 7 mony by eivee hin e edt en 
t f war, made! as came from the departments. It was not t : BOnCE AUB ; 
Also, a report from the secretary o + PF sot dencidye "wey | this floor, where he has filled the measure of his pub- 











agreeably to law, acompanied by abstracts of the ex- 
penditures of the contingent funds of the department | 
and its offices for the year 1841. 

The president of the senate announced the follow- 
ing as the standing committees of the 2d session of 
27th congress: ’ : 

On foreign relations—Mr. Rives, chairman, Preston, 
Buchanan, Tallmadge, Choate. ; 

On finance—Mr. Evans, chairman, Berrien, Wood- 
bury, Mangum, Bayard. _ é 

On commerce—Mr. Huntington, chairman, Wood- 
bridge, King, Barrow, Wright. 

On manufactures— Mr. Simmons, chairman, Archer, 
Miller, Buchanan, Morehead. _ 

On agriculture—Mr. Linn, chairman, Bates, Bar- 
row, Sturgeon, Simmons. | 

On military affairs—Mr. Preston, chairman, Mer- 
rick, Benton, Archer, Pierce. 

On the militia—Mr. Phelps, chairman, Fulton, 
Smith, of Indiana, Williams, McRoberts. 

On naval affairs—Mr. Mangum, chairman, Archer, 
Williams, Choate, Bayard. é 

On public lands—Mr. Smith, of Indiana, chairman, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Huntington, Prentiss. _ 

On private land claims—Mr. Henderson, chairman, 
Linn, Tappan, Fulton, Dixon. ! : 

On Indian affairs—Mr. Morehead, chairman, White, 
Sevier, Phelps, Benton. 

On claims—Mr. Graham, chairman, Wright, Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge, Phelps. 

On revolutionary claims—Mr. Dixon, chairman, 
Clayton, Smith, of Connecticut, Allen, Cuthbert. 

On the judiciary—Mr. Berrien, chairman, Clayton, 
Prentiss, Walker, Kerr. ; 

On the post office and post roads—Mr. Merrick, chair- 
man, Simmons, McRoberts, Mouton, Miller. 

On roads and canals—Mr. Porter, chairman, White, 
Young, King, Cuthbert. 





to the standing committees that such matters should 
be referred, and for that purpose the appointment of 
a standing committee had been moved. The object 
was to cut off that branch of printing, a great deal of 
which was done, and which was unnecessary for the 
country. 

Mr. King suggested that it lie over and be printed; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. Linn submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the commiitee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation to improve the navigation of the Ohio, Mis- 
sissippi and Missouri rivers, by the removal of snags, 
sunken trees, and other obstructions in their beds, which 
annually destroy a great number of steamboats and other 
yey craft, and a vast amount of produce and merchan- 

ise. 


Mr. Mouton submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to inform the senate what amount of public lands are 
now surveyed and prepared for market in the state of 
Louisiana. Also, hat amount of lands in said state 
have been advertised for sale by proclamation, and the 
sales afierwards suspended. 

And then the senate, after a short executive ses- 
sion, adjourned. 





— 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, Dec. 9. [The following members at- 
tended on Wednesday, in additicn to those previous- 
ly announced as having attended, viz: Messrs. Saun- 
ders, P. C. Caldwell, Ferris, McKay, S. H. Butler, 
Mallory, John Hastings, King, W. Butler, Sprigg, 
Baker and Egbert. } 

The hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, member elect from 
the state of Pennsylvania, vice the hon. John Ser- 
geant. resigned, being introduced to the house by 





Mr. Toland, was qualified and took his seat, 


lic service. 

Mr. Speaker, while, in common with my collea- 
gues, I feel deeply sensible on the occasion, yet I 
stand in a relation to the deceased peculiar to myself. 
He was the companion of my bog Gavi my acquain- 
tance in riper years, my friend in private and my as- 
sociate in public life. Iknew his worth, and I feel 
his loss. 

The day previous to his death he was in the enjoy- 
ment of usual health, with a fair prospect of a vigor- 
ous old age, surrounded by his family and friends, 
expecting shortly to exchange the sweets of domes- 
tic enjoyment for the bustie of public life. But the 
decree had gone forth; another bis: and he is in the 
world of spirits. 

Thus suddenly has his family and numerous friends 
been plunged into deep distress by the loss of an af- 
fectionate husband, a tender parent, and a devoted 
friend. I will conclude by offering for the considera- 
es of the house a resolution which I hold in my 

and: 

Resolved, That this house has heard with deep regret 
the announcement of the death of the hon. Henry 
Biack, of Pennsyivania, late a member of this congress, 
and that the members of this house will testify their re- 
spect for his memory by wearing crape on the left arm 
for thirty days.” 

Which being adopted the house adjourned. 

Frway, Dec. 10. The speaker stated that there 
were several executive communications on his ta- 
ble, which, with the consent of the house, he would 
now proceed to lay before it. 

The speaker presented a communication from the 
navy department, on the subject of the expenditures 
therein, but suggested that on reflection it would be 
better to let the communications remain as they 
were, until the committees should have been appoint- 
ed, which suggestion the house adopted. 


—_ =_-_. ee tele 
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The speaker announced that the first order of busi- 
ness would be the presentation of petitions. . 
Mr. Cave Johnson was unders to inquire of the 
speaker whether the special order (being the consi- 
a of the report of the select committee on 
the rules) would not come up first in order. 

a said that that business would be strict- 

in er. 

y Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson moved that the said report 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. Arnold asked the yeas and nays on the motion 
to lay on the table, which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were as follows: yeas 96, nays 88. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, with a view, he was understood 
to say, to give the speaker an opportunity of appoint- 
ing the committees, and thus completing the organi- 
zation of the house, moved that when the house ad- 
journ it adjourn to meet on Monday next; which mo- 
tion was agreed ‘to. 

Mr. Cushing moved, therefore, that the house now 
proceed to the election of chaplain. 

Mr. Lewis Williams then moved that the considera- 
tion of the motion to go into the election of chap- 
lain be postponed until Monday next. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and | 
being taken, were- yeas 108, nays 90. 

Mr. Fillmore then offered the following resolution: ' 

Resolved, That, for the better organization of the 
house, in addition to the standing committees provided 
for by the rules, the speaker appoint the following select 
committees for the session, to consist of nine members 
each, to wit: 

A select committee on the plan of finance recom- 
mended in the president’s message. 

A select committee on the appointment of repre- 
sentation to congress. 

A select committee on the Smithsonian legacy. 

Mr. Cave Johnson submitted that the resolution 
was not now in order. 

The speaker decided that it was in order. 

Mr. Cave Johnson appealed from the decision, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

When the question, ‘‘shall the decision of the 
chair stand as the judgment of the house,” was ta- 
ken, and decided in the affirmative: yeas 101, nays $1. 

The question then being on the adoption of the re- 
solution offered by Mr. Fillmore— 

Mr. Stanly rose and said, that with great reluc- 
tance he would move the previous question. He 
should refuse to do so hereafter in the ordinary 
course of business, but this was a different state of 
things. The house had not yet organized, and they 
had had warning enough in the fifteen days that 
were consumed last session in its organization to 
avoid a repetition of such a course. He had desired 
to reply to observations that had been made, but he 
forebore, and, reserving for another occasion an an- 
swer to some remarks made by the gentleman from 
Indiana, (Mr. Proffit), he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Wise wanted to get a little information before 
he voted on this matter, and appealed to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Stanly) to withdraw 
his call for the previous question, pledging himself to 
renew it before he took his seat. 

Mr. Stanly declined a compliance with the request. 


The question then being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, and tellers having been 
called for, Messrs. Cave Johnson and Talliaferro were 
appointed tellers, and the demand for the previous 
question was seconded, by yeas 101, nays 81. 





The question, “shall the main question be now | 


put?” was then taken, and decided in the affirmative 
without a division. 

The question then being on the main question, (i. 
e. the adoption of the resolution.) 

Mr. Wise asked for a division of the question, so 
that the house might vote on the formation of each 
of the select committees separately. 


The question having been accordingly divided, 
and the yeas and nays having been called and order- 
edon the first division, viz: that providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on “the plan of 
finance recommended in the president’s message,” 
the question was taken, and decided in the affirmative 
as follows: yeas 113, nays 83. 

So the iirst division of the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. Wise here said, unless some other gentleman 
desired it, he would withdraw his call for a division 
of the question, so that the vote on the remaining di- 
visions might be taken together; which having been 
done, the question was taken on the appointment of 
select committees on the apportionment of represen- 
tatives and on the Smithsonian legacy, and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson, in pursuance of notice pre- 
viously given, submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of nine be appoint- 
ed by the speaker on the subject of establishing a national 


the army, forts, and navy of the United States, and for 

testing improvements and models in arms for the na- 

tional defence, and to report by bill or otherwise. 
Which was adopted without a division. 


Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion prevailing, the house adjourned to Monday 
at 12 o’clock. 


Monpay, Dec. 13. The speaker announced the fol- 
lowing standing committees. 

Committee of elections—Messrs. Halsted, Blair, Cra- 
vens, Benj. Randall, Borden, Barton, Turney, Hous- 
ton and Reynolds. 

Committee of ways and means—Messrs. Fillmore, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Wallace, T. F. Marshall, J. 
R. Ingersoll, J. W. Jones, Atherton and Lewis. 

Committee of claims—Messrs. Giddings, Osborne, 
Cowen, Tomlinson, Arnold, Hubard, Burke, J. W. 
Williams and Medill. 

Committee on commerce—Messrs. Kennedy, Win- 


throp, Toland, J. C. Clark, Rayner, Allen, 8. J. An-' 


drews, T. W. Williams and Ferris. 

Comunittee on public lands—Messrs. Morrow, Lewis 
Williams, Truman Smith, Gentry, Bronson, Howard, 
Casey, Brewster and Jacob Thompson. 

Committee on the post office and post roads—Messrs. 
Briggs, Joseph L. Williams, Russell, Brockway, Ows- 
ley, Hopkins, Andrew Kennedy, John G. Floyd, and 
Plumer. 

Committee for the District of Columbia—Messrs. Un- 


W. Thompson, John Campbell, Ward, Dawson and 
Bidlack. 

Committee on the judiciary—Messrs. Barnard, Trum- 
bull, Pearce, Maxwell, Thomas F. Foster, Milton 
Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll, Roosevelt and Saun- 
ders. 

Committee on revolutionary claims—Messrs. Hall, 
P. G. Goode, Triplett, Thomas J. Campbell, May- 
nard, Washington, James, Parmenter and W. O. 
Goode. 

Committee on public expenditures—Messrs. Shepperd, 
Linn, Hudson, John T’.. Stuart, Meriwether, Green, 
Clinton, Littlefield and McClellan. 

Committee on private land claims—Messrs. Moore, A. 
H. H. Stuart, John Young, William C. Johnson, R. 
D. Davis, Cross, Turney, Payne and Charles Brown. 
Committee on manufactures.—Messrs. Saltonstall, 
Tillinghast, Randolph, Slade, Hunt, Henry, Haber- 
sham, Aaron V. Brown and P. C. Caldwell. 


way, Simonton, Mattocks, Doig, Shaw, 
Partridge and John Hastings. 


wards, 


ruthers, Chittenden, Sollers, W. Butler, Watterson, 
Harris, Weller and John C. Edwards. 


dleton, Goggin, William B. Campbell, Stokely, Wm. 
O. Butler, Sumter, Miller and J. T. Mason. 

Committee on the militia.—Messrs. Keim, Coles, 
Ward, Boyd, S. H. Butler, Reding, Alfred Marshall, 
Sweeny and Houston. 

Committee on naval affairs.—Messrs. Wise, King, 
Calhoun, John C. Clark, Burnell, Fessenden, Gra- 
ham, Mallory and Clifford. 

Committee on foreign affairs.—Messrs. John Q. 
Adams, Cushing, Everett, W. C. Johnson, Granger, 
Gilmer, Hunter, Rhett and Proffit. 

Committee on the territories.—Messrs. Pope, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Garret Davis, Sollers, Gates, 
Green, Caldwell, Hays, Dean and Charles A. Floyd. 


ferro, Rodney, Staley 
Smith. 


Sanford and Augustus Young. 


Steenrod, Wood, Daniels and Riggs. 


ton, Gerry, Ramsey and Sanford. 


Bowne. 


Carey, Staley, N. Clarke and Joseph L. Williams. 


and Egbert. 


Messrs. Tillinghast, Aycrigg and Sumter. 


last: 





foundry fur the fabrication of ordnance for the use of 


Roosevelt, Proffit, McKay and Wm. W. Irwin. 


derwood, Summers, Alex. Randall, Powell, Richard | 


Committee on revolutionary pensions.—Messrs. Talia- 


Committee on patents—Messrs. K. McClellan, Crans- 


Select committee on. the he mete of representa- 
tives—Messrs. Everett, Childs, Caruthers, Summers, 
Pearce, John T. Stuart, Bidlack, Cross and Weller. 


Select committee on the Smithsonian bequest—Messrs. 
J. Q. Adams, Habersham, Truman Smith, Under- 


wood, Benj. Randall, Charles J. Ingersoll, Hunter, 
Houston and Bowne. 

Select committee on the national fowndry—Messrs. 
Wm. C. Johnson, Samson Mason, King, Randolph, 
Mallory, Hunt, Keim, Parmenter and Cave Johnson. 
Mr. Briggs offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted unanimously: 

“Resolved, That the clerk of the house pay the funeral 
expenses of Col. John W. Hunter, late assistant door- 
keeper of this house. 

Mr. B. then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the office of assistant doorkeeper is not 
necessary for the service of this house, and that the same 
is hereby abolished. 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays on the 
‘adoption of the resolution, which were ordered, and, 
| being taken were: yeas 177, nays 23. . So the the re- 
solution was adopted. 


Mr. Taliaferro offered the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the several memorials, petitions and re- 
solutions presented to the house of representatives at the 
last congress, and which were not finally acted on, also 
all bills which were reported, acted on, and lost in the 
senate, and such bills as were referred to committees 
and not reported on, be again referred to the committees 
|to which the same were respectively referred at the last 
| congress, a written request to that effect being handed b 
any .nember to the clerk of the house, whose duty it shall 
be to enter the same upon the journal as if presented in 
the house. 

And the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. Underwood desired to offer the following re- 
solution, which was read for informatjon: 

Resolved, That the speaker engage the services of tour 
stenographers, at a compensation not exceeding $8 per 
day for each, to be paid out of the contingent fand of 
the house, whose duty it shall be to report the debates 
and proceedings of the house daily, and truly, for inser- 
tion in the newspapers published in this city. The ste- 
nographers so engaved shall regulate among theinselves 
the time which each shall employ in taking short-hand 
notes of the debates and proceedings, and preparing the 
same for the press. ‘They shall furnish the public prin- 
ters, with all practicable despatch, a copy of their reports 
for insertion in their paper, and such printers shall pub- 
lish the same at length in the newspaper edited and 








Committee of agriculture.—Messrs. oo” Ridg-| published by them without charge to the government; 


and, in case they decline dving so, the reports of the 
stencgraphers shall be delivered to such other printer or 


Committee on Indian affairs. —Messrs. Cooper, Ca- editor as the speaker may designate who wil! insert the 


reports in his paper. Any stenographer so employed 
may be removed by the speaker at any time, and éno- 
ther employed in his place ‘The speaker shall locate 


Committee on military affairs.—Messrs. Stanly, Pen-| jhe stenographers so employed in such place in the hall 


as he may deem proper. The stenographers shall make 
known to any member which of them reported any 
speech attributed to such member. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house proceeded to 
the election of chaplain, (viva voce, as required by 
the rule). 

The Rev. John N. Maffitt received 133 votes, the 
Rev. Mr Hawley 12, and the Rev. Mr French 53. 

So the Rev. Mr. Maffitt, having received a majo- 
rity of all the votes, was declared duly elected chap- 
lain on the part of the house for the present session. 

The speaker presented to the house sundry execu- 
tive communications, among which were the follow- 
ing: 

1. A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 


N. Clarke, Mathiot, L. W.|a report of the number of small arms of every kind 
Andrews, Babcock, Matthews, Fornance and Wm. | whick belong to the United States, and are in the se- 


veral arsenals and depots, including those in the use 


Committee on invalid pensions.—Messrs. Morris, Ay- | of the army; the number lost or destroyed annually; 
crigg, Baker, Gordon, Stratton, Isaac D. Jones, Doan, | and also the number annually manufactured at each 


of the national armories, &c.; made in obedience to 


Committee on roads and canals—Messrs. Lawrence, | a resolution of the house of representatives of the 2d 
Lane, John B. Thompson, W. W. Irwin, Sprigg, | September last; which letter and report was ordered 


to lie upon the table. 
2. A letter from the secretary of state transmitting 
statements of the expenditure of the contingent fund 


Committee on public buildings and grounds—Messrs. | of the department; referred to the committee on pub- 
Boardman, Ward, Augustus Young, Cranston and | lic expenditures. 





3. letter from the secretary of the treasury, 


Committee on revisal and unfinished business—Messrs. | transmitting a report in relation to certain insolvent 
Eastman, Beeson, C. A. Floyd, Jack and Mattocks. | debtors of the 
Committee on accounts—Messrs. Marchand, York, ' table. 


nited States; ordered to lie on the 


| 4. A letter from the clerk of the house of repre- 


Committee on mileage—Messrs. Thomas W. Wil- | sentatives, transmitting the statements of the expen- 
liams, Meriwether, John C. Edwards, Westbrook ditures for the preceding year from the fund appro- 


'priated for the contingent expenditures of the house; 


Committee on the library onthe part of the house— referred to the committee of accounts. 


5. A letter from the secretary of the navy, trans- 


The speaker also announced the following select mitting the accounts of the expenditures on account 
committees, appointed under the order of Friday of contingent expenses of the offices of the secretary 


| of the navy and the navy commissioners for the year 


Select committee on finance and the currency—Messrs. ending September 30, 1841; which were laid on the 
Cushing, John P. Kennedy, Gilmer, G. Davis, Wise, table. 


On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 


Arrica. By the Atlanta and William, intelligence 
from Africa has been received to the lstof October. _ 

Another ou has been committed on an Ameri- 
can vessel bya British cruiser. We understand that 
her majesty’s brig Dolphin boarded the William, whilst 
she was at Gallinas,.and whilst her officers were below. 
The ‘seamen of Iphin. broke open. the hatches of 
the schooner, and overhauled the cargo, using insulting 
language to all on board. 

We rn from “Africa’s Luminary,” of the 30th of 
August, that her Britannic majesty’s vessels of war cruis- 
ing upon this coast are instructed by their government to re- 
Frain from coo tea, Panne sailing u United States 
colors, and having ican papers. 

Rev. Jabez Aiken Burton, A. M. pricipel of the Li- 
beria Mission Conference society in Monrovia, is dead. 

In consequence of the death of Thomas Buchanan, 

overnor of Liberia, Joseph J. Roberts, esq. by virtue of 
sing lieutenant governor, is thereby charged with the 
executive authority of that commonwealth. 

Salt and fresh vegetable and animal food continued to 
be very scarce at Liberia. Rice makes its appearance 
slowly; flour was out of the market, and the common 
market products were doled out with a sparing hand. 

A large emigration has lately left Sierra Leone for 
Kingston, Jamaica. Also a considerable number from 
the same place for Trinidad. 


Bank trems. The bank of Louisiana, N. Orleans, re- 
sumed specie payment in due fourm on the 61h instant.— 
Others of the banks in that city are expected to resume 
likewise in a few days. Some others have to postpone 
the period—if theyeverresume- 

In the lower house of thé Virginia legislature, on Tues- 
day, a resolution was considered and rejected, 60 to 65, 
which went to relieve the banks in that state from the 
liability to pay 12 per cent. per annum on their notes 
which are-not redeemed in specie. Although the sus- 

ension act authorises suspension till the Ist of April, the 
beaks are only relieved from the 12 per ct. penalty until 
the Ist of January. 





Consus. Wm. Vogel has been recognised as consul 
for Oldenburg at the port of New Orleans. 


Cusa. A letter in the U. S. Gazette dated Havana, 
Nov. 17, says: “Several slave vessels have been fitted 
out in the most public manner, and have sailed. The 
famous brig Venus is one of them. Government is very 
hard up for cash to remit to Spain, and also to pay some 
heavy acceptances for English account. The queen’s 
rail road to GuineZ, is ofléred again for sale, but under 
such restrictions, that no company will venture a pur- 
chase, and it yields nothing up to the present time, al- 
though well patronized. A new captain general has 
been named to relieve General Valdez. ‘The new one is 
General Gamba, and is shortly expected. The English 
consul has interested himself very much about the slave 
question. A claim has been made by the British go- 
Vernment, for some negroes as English subjects. ‘They 
are on an estate near Cardenas, and have been, since 
jong before the emancipation of slavery in the British is- 
lands; but they sp2ak English, and some time since fuund 
means of communicating their situation to Dr. Madden, 
formerly of the British commission. 

Business continues dull. The coffee crop has failed; 
not having rain in proper ume. 


Canava. We took notice, a few days ago, of a de- 
fect in one of the acts of the late Cobedian legislature, 
by which no person but the governor of the province 
was sethoriand to make the new arrangements for the 
district courts. The Quebec Gazette expressed the opi- 
nion that,in consequence of the death of Lord Syden- 
ham no such arrangements could be made, but the act- 
ing governor, Sir Richard Jackson, has taken the re- 
sponsibility of gpa ee the new districts in a proclama- 
tion which has just been issued. 


Excuaneres. New York bills on London 8a9}; on 
France 5f.25a27}; on Boston 4; Philadelphia 6ja63; Bal- 
timore 4a43; Washington, D.C. 43; Richmond 7a7}; 
Raleigh 5}; Charleston 1}a2; interior of South Carolina 
24a3; Augusta 5; Macon 11; Columbus 123; Savannah 
4; Mobile 125; interior of Alabama 14; N. Orleans 65; 
St. Louis 124215; Louisville 10; Cincinnati 13; Nasa- 
ville 15. 


Fires. St. John, N. B. has again been visited by fire. 
The total number of buildings consumed by the recent 
fire at St. John is stated in the St. John papers to have 
been thirty-nine. and the aggregate loss is estimated b 
the News at $1,200,000. Only four vessels were burned, 
although many others were in great peril, as the tide was 
out. ost of the sufferers were without insurance. 

The large wooden factory building, belonging to the 
Union manufacturing co. situated in Claremont, N. H. 
was entirely destroyed by fire on Saturday evening the 
14th inst. together with most of its machinery and con- 
tents. Lossis estimated at about $20,000,—$10,000 is 
insured. 


Kentucky. The Green River Gazette says—“*We 
congratulate the citizens of this part of the state upon the 
opening of the navigation upon Green and Barren rivers. 

e learn that boats can now run at any time and can 
pass any lock and dam upon those rivers. We are now 
iexpectation of the beat from Louisville of 'T. Quigley 
& Co. freighted with groceries, salt, &c. &c. It is ex- 
ected that it will regularly ply between this place and 
Louisville, St. Louis and New Orleans. Our farmers 


d 





and planters should note this fact and speedily be pre- | 


pared with their tobacco and other exports. 


Laveuttn Fup. The trustee J. V. L. McMahon, 
has published a statement showing that the amount 
raised for the relief of the widow and children of Tho- 
mas H. McLaughlin was $3,269 59, of which there have 
been expended in advance to Mrs. McLaughlin $175, 

urchase of city stock, $2,280, purchase and repair o 

ouse, 764—total 3,219 00. Leaving a balance of 49 
which will be given to the widow as she may require it, 
in aid of her income. 


Tue Marex Apuev. In the circuit court on Thurs 
day, Chief Justice Taney gave his decision in the case of 
the Malek Adhel; confirming the decision of the district 
court, condemning the vessel, and mbar: By cargo to 
be returned to the claimants. [ Balt. Patriot. 


Mutiny or Staves. The brig Creole, Captain En- 
son, with a cargo of tobacco, five passengers, and 135 
slaves as steerage passengers, from Richmond, bound to 
New Orleans, sailed from Hampton Roads on the 27th 
of October. On the evening of the 7th November, the 
slaves rose in mutiny, murdered Mr. Hewell, a passen- 
ger, and owner of most of the slaves, desperately wound- 
ed the captain and several others, and compelled the se- 
cond mate and crew to navigate the vessel into a British 
port. That this horrid affair was not the effect of a sud- 
den outburst of passion, appears clear, from what was 
acknowledged by some of the culprits on their examina- 
tion at Nassau, that Mr. Bourn, Baptist preacher in 
Richmond, had instructed them as to the mode of pro- 
cedure, before they left. ‘The further particulars will be 
found in the following letter, which, being open, we were 
permitted to copy on board the Creole. [N. O. Bul. 
Copy of a letter from the American consul at Nassau, to 


et 


Hezexian Nites, midshipman. Truly painful is the 
duty of announcing the death of this promising young 
officer, son of Wu. Ocpen Niz&s, esq. late editor of this 
paper, and ndson of him whose venerated name }ie 
ore. We derive the following from the Baltimore Ame. 
rican: ‘ 

Died on the 10th ult. at Fort Simmons, East Florida, 
mid*hipman Hezexrau Nixes, of the United States navy’ 
in the 21st yearof his age. He returned to that post 
from an expedition to the Everglades and Jupiter Inle; 
on the 5rh, and was to have again in pursuit of 
the enemy on the ensuing day, but the arduous duties 
and privations which he had performed and endured 
during the preceding two weeks, exposed as he had been 
a: a sickly season of the year to the deadly influence of 
a pestilential climate, had already implanted the seeds of 
the disease of which in four short days he died. Though 
he died in a distant iand, tar removed from his relatives, 
it will be a consolation to them to know, that every at- 
tention was paid to him in his illness, and that in his 
medical attendant he feund an old classmate, whose 
kindness and skill were both exerted in his behalf. With- 
out in the least disparaging the claims of others, the wri. 
ter of this will say, that he has not left behind him in the 
navy an officer of his grade of superior merit. He was 
impeliiowst. innocent and dauntless, and commanded the 
respect and esteem of his brother officers and love of 
the men on board of every ship on which he had sailed. 
He had been nearly four years in the service, and with 
the exception of three weeks, and during his passage a 
few months since from Rio to this port, had never been 
off duty. Thoseof his brother officers who have served 
with him will receive this intelligence of his death with 
heart-grief, for to know him was to love him; but if their 
sympathies are thus awakened, what will be the agony 
which the sad tidings will convey to the bosoms of his 


the New York Journal of Commerce, dated Nussau, parents, who loved as parents only can love—what the 


Nov. 14, 1841. 

“Brig Creole, Captain Enson, of Richmond, with a 
cargo of tobaccu and 135 slaves, and five passengers, 
for New Orleans sailed from Hampton Roads the 27th, 
all well; on the 7th, at eight o’clock P. M. the brig was 
hove to, supposing they would not make Abaco; next 
day, after the passengers and ciew not on duty had 
turned in, about half past nine o’clock the slaves rose on 
them and murdered a passenger, Mr. John Hewell, 
owner of a portion of them, by stabbing him with a bowie 
knife; wounded the captain and one of the hands dan- 
gerously, and the chief mate and one of the bands seve- 
rely. But little defence could be made, as they were not 
pracsres for such an attack, asthey had but one mus- 

et on board, while the slaves had pistols, knives and 
bludgeons, made by cutting up handspikes. They were 
under no more restraint than is usual with steerage pas- 
sengers, and it is more than probable that the whole t ing 
was arranged before they left Richmond and Norfolk. 
Having obtained possession, they broke open the trunks 


pangs that will pierce the bosoms of his sisters and bro. 
thers, who idolized him as the dearest and most cherish- 
ed object of their affections? Would that the writer of 
this could console them in the hour of their desolation; 
but he will not attempt it; for were he to do so, it wou!d 
be but an ineffectual essay to arrest the currents of those 
holy feelings, which in the hour of grief are cunsecrated 
to virtue and love. 


Removat or Rep River RAFT. The Alexandria 
Whig states that there appears to be some hope at last, 
that the rafi of Red river will be finally removed, and 
the immense agricultural country above it be brought 
near to market by reason thereof. Messrs. Vawter and 
Williamson have made a contract with government to 
the following effect, we understand. For. the sum of 
$64,000 these gentlemen have contracted to remove the 
raft and keep the channel open for the epace of five 
years. There can be but little doubt now that this work 
will be speedily accomplished; for the gentlemen engag- 


- ed init are thoroughly acquainted with the country, are 
and ransacked the whole vessel. They spared the lives of rt Sage. #4 


the passengers and mate, and others, on condition that the 
vessel should be taken to Abaco or an English Island. 
Under these circumstances they arrived here on the morn- 
ing of the 9th. 

The American consul immediately had the capfain 
and eleven of the crew taken on shore, and their wounds 
dressed, and also those on board, to prevent the slaves 
from going on shore, he well knowing, if this was no 
done, it would be impossible to secure those guilty of the 
murder. This was complied with, and an investigation 
ordered to be taken by two magistrates. The consul 
also has taken testimony of the passengers and crew. 
Nineteen slaves were identified as having taken an active 
part in the mutiny and murder, and confined until further 
orders, the governor refusing to send them to America for 
the present, and the remainder of the slaves, with the ex- 
ception of five, were liberated. 

By the interference of her majesty’s subjects and the 
authorities of the colany, they were considered and treat- 
ed as passengers, with the right to go on shore in boats 
whenever they pleased. While the consul contended, 
they were, under the circumstances of the case, as much 
a portion of the cargo as the tobacco; the British govern- 
ment had not the right to interfere in any manner that 
would procure their liberation. 


The captain is convalescing, and will probably recover, | 


though it will be very slowly; the other wounded are do- 
ing well. On their liberation, a vessel was immediately 
put up for Jamaica, advertising for emigants, passage 
paid, and a number of them have entered their names to 
go. Yours, . B. 
The N.O. Picayune,in publishing this account adds: 
Forty of the slaves cn tke Creole were owned by 
Thomas McCargo, of Richmond; the balance belonged 
to Johnson and Eperson. 


Mr. Hewell was the agent of 
McCargo, and was well known in this city. Three of 


acclimated, and possess all the «intelligence and active 
business habits essential to success in an undertaking of 
such magnitude. Mr. Williamson is already at the 
raft, busily at work, and contemplates having it opened 
by the Ist of January next. Laborers are in demand to 
work on it at $25 per month. 

We would be glad to hear of some such contract 
made to keep the Mississippi and Missouri clear of 
| snags. Thousands upon thousands have been spent on 
the Red river, of which we do not complain, whilst the 

reat and growing trade of the Mississippi and Missouri 
Fors been wholly neglected. 


STEAMBOATS OWNED IN Sr. Lovis. It appears from a 
statement published in the Republican, that the number 
of stermboats owned in St. Louis is sixty-two, valued at 
$558,500, and their first cost at $837,750. ‘Ten boats are 
now building for this trade, which will increase the en- 
tire tonnage to 12,562. The loss by the sinking of steam- 
buats in this trade, from the first of Jannary last, in- 
cluding their cargoes, is estimated at about $700,000. 


Srecxs. There has been very little variation in the 

rice of stocks since our last quotations—In New York, 

.S. bank shares sell at 33; N. York 54’s 825; Kentucky 
6’s 734; 50,000 Indiana 5’s 294a27; 27,000 Illinois 6’s27} 
a23. 


Sourn America. New Grenada. Despatches had been 
‘received at Maracayboon the 27th November from the 
English minister in Bogota, to be sent to Santa Martha 
and Carthagena, offering the mediation of Great Britain 
to bring the parties of that republic to an amicable un- 
derstanding. 


Tennessee. The two houses of the legislature have 
not elected a U.S. senator. The senate still. refuse to 


: meet the house. 
the slaves were killed in the affray, and another died of * 


his wounds after his arrival at Nassau. 


females and a boy—refused to accept their freedom, and 
came to this port in the Creole. 


that a dog, belonging to the captain, fought furiously 


against the negroes, and bit several of them seriously. He | In reply to a note from the 


was finally killed. 


We have some interesting particulars 1n relation to the 
conduct of the British authorities at Nassau. 


Five more—four 


That the | language, refusin 


Texas AND France. It is now ascertained that the 
| difficulties between these two nations have not been re- 


It is worthy of remark | moved, notwithstanding the plausible remarks of Presi- 


dent Lamar in his late message to the Texan congress. 
exan charge d'affaires at 
Paris, demanding the recall of M. De Saligny, the 
French government despatches an official letter in severe 
to accede to the request. The con- 


entire scheme was resolved upon before the brig left Rich- | duct of M. De Saligny was considered not only justifia- 


mond, is evident from the fact, that the negroes boasted 


at Nassau that they expected to encounter the brig Long | at the proceedings of the Texan cabinet. The 


Island and Orleans, which saled from Richmond in com- 
pany with the Creole, with cargoes of slaves. 


those vessels, however, are safe in port. A full investiga- 


ble, but necessary; and much indignation was ex ressed 
rench 
government cuntends that reparation is due it for the 1n- 


Both of a F to which its representative was subjected. 


he accession of Gen. Houston to the presidency 0 


tion of this case, we doubt not, will present some very | Texas, it is thought, will be the means of bringing a: out 


strange developements. 











an amicable settlement of this difficulty. [Amer. 


